O  -U-io 


not  not  bad 

[lejr   Body   Politic: 

I  should  like  to  object  strenuously  to  the  state- 
ment made  by  Robert  Trow  in  his  review  of  Christopher 
that  "On  the  whole.  Total 
Ic  1  ipse  is  not  a  bad  play,  and  its  merits  cannot  be  de- 
nied." Indeed,  its  merits  are  hardly  to  be  found,  and 
the  play  is  not  merely  "not  bad"  but  an  abysmal  failure 
both  as  drama  and  as  an  attempt  to  deal  seriously  with. 
a  homosexual    relationship. 

Putting  aside  the  poor  acting  of  the  Toronto  Fire- 
hall  Theatre's  production,  the  lack  of  a  sense  of  ti- 
ming on  the  part  of  the  director  (how  Mr.  Trow  can  de- 
clare that  "on  the  whole,  the  play  moved  alone  in  a 
quick  and  engaging  manner"  is  beyond  me),  and  the  em- 
barrassingly amateurish  dialogue  that  Mr.  Trow  finds 
ncise,  and  often  clever,"  Hampton's  play  "as 
a  whole"     barely  touches  what   is  supposed  to  be  its  ma- 
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jor  concorn--the  love  of  Rimbaud  and  Verluine.  Hh 
does  present  is  an  ugly  relationship  between  two  *clf- 
obsessed,  self-pitying,  and  self-lacerating  people,  And 
what  is  served  up  for  the  delectation  of  the  audience 
is  the  trite  and  all  too  frequently  encountered  theme 
that  homosexual  relationships  because  of  their  nature 
are  necessarily  unfulfilling  and  destructive.  It  seems 
that  only  in  his  alcoholic  stupor  can  Verlaine  find  a 
Rimbaud   with   whom  he   can   be   happy. 

To  be  sure,  aspects  of  the  Rimbaud-Verlaine  rela- 
tionship were  quite  unpleasant,  yet  to  neglect  what 
both  the  play  itself  and  this  production  of  it  do  is  a 
rather  large  blind  spot  in  a  critic.  Mr.  Trow  would 
better  serve  his  readers  with  the  plain  and  quite  sim- 
ple truth— that   this  play     fails   to  articulate  anyth 

new  or  valuable.  There  have  been  enough  negative  re- 
presentations of  homosexuality  in  the  arts  and  in  the 
media. 


'personal  is  political' 

Dear  Body  Politic: 

One  item  in  your  issue  " 
i  1 1  irked  me.  In  ycui 
"Opinion"   column,  Hon  Brant 
wrote  thai  "personal   solu- 
Clons"  and  "alternative  life 
styles'*  hl.V«  no  place  in  the 
gay  movement,  that  "these  do 
nothing  to  remove   oppres- 
i  ii  "   I  believe  one  of  the 
ili.i1  messages  of  the 
feminist  and  gay  movements 
ii.:   been  "the  personal  is 
pol it  leal."   I  believe  that 
1 1,  an  age  of  ai  oloj  lea]  cri 
sis  and  .it  .i  time  when  al- 
ti  n  i  ivcs  to  the   nuclear 
DUSt  I"-   SOUght  ,  the 
rural   commune  offers  a  con- 
texl  ind   .i  pattern  for  rev- 
olutionary change  in  our  so- 

I  do  not  acree  with  Hon 
Brant 'S  dogmatic  statement 
that  personal  solutions  have 
nothing  to  do  with  collec- 
tive solutions.  If  I  may 
make  an  analogy,  the  perso- 
nal decision  of  a  gay  person 
to  come  out  and  find 
r!i  m  the  gay  communi- 
ty has  a  good  deal  to  do 
i.itli  the  collective  strength 


of  that  community. 

I  very  much  agree  with 
Don  Brant's  arguments  in  fa- 
vour of  the  gay  civil  rights 
struggle  If  all  gay  people 
(especially  up-front  gay 
people)  are  gathered  toget- 
her in  the  cay  ghettos  of  a 
ha  1 f-do:en  cities,  however . 
then  there  will  be  only  a 
half-dozen  legislators  who 
will  take  the  political  risk 
to  vote  for  civil  rights 
legislation.  I  think  we  need 
to  understand  better  how  our 
efforts  interlock  with  one 
another,  rather  than  arguing 
Chat  '  particular  road  we 
have  chosen  is  the  "right" 
or  the  "correct"  one. 

Yours 
,\1  len  Young 

M.iss. 


gay  separatist 

Dear  body  Politic: 

While   I  am   in  agreement 
with  the  substance  of  the 

editorial  by  Don  Brant  in 

the  March-April  1974  issue  1 
take  exception  to  remarks 
about  separatism. 


Homosexuals  would  gain 
political  and  economic 
rights  simply  by  congrega- 
ting in  certain  tai  i 
ties.  To  be  a  minority  is 
simply  not  good  enough.  How- 
ever, if  homosexuals  consti- 
tuted the  majority  in  one 
district  we  would  have  off]  - 
cials  to  represent  us  and 
the  hetero-cont rolled  ten- 
dency to  tolerate  us  in 
their  establishments  could 
be  overturned  by  gay  owned 
businesses  giving  us  econo- 
mic power. 

let  us  simpl)  give  up  on 
a  i  i  the  sma  1 1  towns,  vil- 
md  hamlets  and  move. 
Although  some  temporary  eco- 
nomic be  in- 
volved, the  enormous  bene- 
fits must  be  considered  not 
only  political  and  economic 
rights,  hut  in  the  long  run 
3  culture  reflective  of  our 
lives  as  homosexuals. 

Separatism  offers  us  then 
true  liberation,  while  in- 
tegration with  heterosexuals 
offers  only  the  oppression 
we  have  already  experienced 
for  2W10  years. 

Cordially, 

Walter  .'.   Phi  n  ips 

New   Ifort 


Yours, 
tohn  li.   Stape 


calgarian 


De.ii  Hod>  [clitic: 

["hanks  for  the  great  is- 
While  I  am  not  yet 
at  the  stage  cf  a  radical 
activist  and  therefore  have 
troul  le  identifying  with 
much  of  what  you  report — I 
did  get  off  on  "a  rural 
youth  writes."  The  iciea  that 
there  must  be  an  "outlet  for 

rial   testimony (for) 

i  rience  of  individual 
.i  worthwhile  one.  I 
jtopi  that  it  will  be  given 
proper  consideration  by  the 
collective  as  articles  of 
this  type  do  a  great  deal  to 
"round  out"  and  diversify 
the  parer. 

Yours  truly 
K..D.C. 
Calgary 


lounge  lizard 

riear  Rody  Politic: 

I  found  C,.n,  "s  (Gerald 
Hannon?)  panning  of  David 
Freeman's  brilliant  new  play 
"You're  Gonna  Be  Alright, 
Jamie  Boy"  to  he  revoltingly 
snobbish  and  untruthful. 
While  it's  true  that  the 
same  shoe  won't  fit  every 
foot,  the  audience  of  which 
I  was  part  certainly  didn't 
think  the  play  "excruciat- 
ingly unfunny"  or  lacking  in 
focus  or  characters  of  sub- 
stance. What  play  did  your 
jaded  reviewer  yawn  through? 
Certainly  not  the  one  I  at- 
tended! 

G.H.  exposes  his  petty 
bourgeois  intellectual  ar- 
rogance by  sneering  that  the 
"sordid  convulsions  in  lower 


class  families  seem  more  and 
more   fit  material  for  the 
sociologist  or  social  his- 
torian rather  than  the  dram- 
atist."   Apparently   G.H. 
finds  human  beings  worthy  of  Itts' 
interest  only  if  they  happen  gainst   tne  bod.   ^ 
to  live  in  Paris  and  write  3S  a  (politicai)  organiza 
books.  tion...as  a  historical  var- 

Come  now,  confess!   G.H.  iab]e   Brown  proposed  this 
is  a  drag  name  for  Mackenzie  to  repiace  »thc  tyranny  of 
Porter,  lounge  lizard  of  the  „„i(.nl  „ri 
social  set. 


many-rhythmed 

Hear   Body   Pol ttic: 

One  h hi i s  co  grasp  why 
Che  "opinions"  attrlhuti  d  to 
!  .  Fried enberg  By  chose 
signing  "fraternal ly"  in 
your    last    i ssue  nisi  opresonl 

his     original  < 

some         quest  ions .        Doesn' I 

■ 
i  cl tons  '     And  dnn' t    ind 1 1 o< 
t  ions  "'  i  and         oi       ml  s)  i  id 
readers    for        w!\om   the      only 

valid  ''.i  icoui  ■■    is   ideology? 

ills     r  ■  III. 

and  society,  for  instance, 
hardly  supports  nay  oppres- 
sion      Doesn't      en1    ■ 

the  utterly  n  no  lul  Lona  >  ■■ 
implications  uf  liberation 
rightly  understood '  listen: 
.  are  goi ng  co  allow 
people  to  become  aware  of 
the  same  fee  1 ings  Chat  wi 1 1 
permit  a  man  to  see  0  boj  ■•■- 
beautiful,  you  also,  I  think 
are  going  to  permit  him  co 
see  his  job  as  ugly  and  un- 
bearable  and  his  government 
as        a    rip-off."        JuSt 

Won't  disintegration  of  this 

"democratic"  society  havi  Co 
precede  an  "open" 

The  difference  between 
the  ideologists  and  Iricden- 
bcrg  is  one  between  dogmatii 
political  analysis  and  some- 
thing called,  more  inclus- 
ively, "gay  consciousness." 
politics  as  over  a- 
litic. 


Yours, 
David  de  la  Her 

Toronto 


Michael  (Michelle)  M.  of 
Toronto:   we  received 
your  letter,  and  think 
you  might  like  to  talk 
with  us.  Write,  or  call 
us  at  364-6731. 


genital  organization."  Don't 
the  ideologists  seek  a  tyr- 
anny of  intellectual  (dog- 
matic) organization?  Would 
they  not  strip  away,  either 
by  censoring  all  but  expon- 
ents of  some  party  line  or 
by  admitting  deviation  to 
your  pages  only  within  a 
protective  shell  of  "analy- 
tical or  critical  comment- 
ary"? Continued 





knd  doesn'l     the   ideolog- 
ic rs  ion     of     "compas- 
sion"--knocking     the  man  not 
only     by       misrepresentation 
but     by  such  phrases  as  "not 
worthy  of  publication,"  "es- 
,  i ly     without       merit," 
h  ird     not  ions,"  "Intel - 
■ l        shallowness"--ar>- 
whst      their     subject 
ills         "an       awful      lot  of 
smug"?  Divorced   from  the  to- 
tal     body    politic,       ideology 
tends        toward  a  rigidity 

in  the     past,    the  BP 
has    0 Imost   escaped. 

And  wouldn't  the  Paul 
....'..,,  of  r,L-st:ilt  Therapy 
recognize  this  shell  as  a 
defensive  self-closure?  Bet- 
t  ei  the  tradition  of  the 
HP's  first  12  issues:  many 
rhythmed      Strokes.    Better    to 

i i nue  trusting  your  read- 

,  i  '  own  discrimination  than 
to  hane  every  deviant  ar- 
tie  )■:  from  editorial  ropes. 
i  i  icdenberg's  question  about 
i oming     out --"Out     where?"-- 


letters 


won't  lay  low.  Kho'd  escape 
one  tyranny  for  another? 

1  don't  uniformly  share 
Friedenberg's  views,  and 
..  rtainly  not  all  his  exper- 
ience, but  I  found  something 
vulnerably  human  in  his  mel- 
low self-ironies.  Who  among 
us,  liberationists  in  an  age 
of  1 iberat  ion,  can  debunk 
his  being  grounded  in  his 
age''  Shouldn't  we  be  hearing 
the  shrill  obsessions  in  our 
own  claims  to  superiority? 

The  body  politic  includes 
ideology,  yes,  but  much 
more:  the  body  electric,  not 
dogmatic.  "May  all  we  dogma- 
tists (this  ideological  let- 
ter, /ind  more,  numbers  me  in 
that  band)  come  out,  to 
quote  Whitman,  to  lean  and 
loafe  in  the  summer  grass 
of,  to  quote  you  quoting 
Brown  quoting  Blake,  "The 
Eternal  Body  of  Hal  ." 

Fraternally  too, 
Michael  Lynch 


contents 


ill-equipped? 


Dear  Hody  Pol  it  ic: 

i  r,  .iJ  with  concern  thi1  letter  in  Issue  12  of  The 
[y,1v  Politic,  signed  by  Messrs,  Blumenthal,  Brant  et 
al.  What  concerned  me  was  not  these  writers'  phi  loso- 

1,,   i  and  political  objections  to  professor  Fri 
berg's  opinions,   for  I  too  disagree  with  him  at  some 
points,  but  rather  with  their  implicit  theory  of  how 
truths  about  Cay  Liberation  are   to   be  arrived  at  and 

in cated,  Tor  these  particular  liberationists,  "the 

basic  polemical  literature  of  the  gay  movement"  forms  a 
dogma  which.  like  Medieval  Christianity  and  Soviet 
Marxism,  must  bi  protected  from  any  and  all  criticisms. 
and  from  which  any  deviance  cannot  be  permitted. 

,.  iress  functions  as  the  major  instrument  for  the 
dissemination  of  this  literature,  and  is  thus  reduced 
to  the  status  of  a  vehicle  instead  of  being  a  forum. 
Ihe  readers  of  The  Body  Politic  are  to  have  no  active 
part  in  the  process  of  gay  consciousness  raising,  for 
.,  are  "ill-equipped  by  (our)  situation"  to  recognise 
the  forces  that  oppress  us. 

r,  i)  Liberation,  it  seems,  now  has  a  priesthood 
whose  self-appointed  task  it  is  to  explain  to  us  laity 
the  sacred  mysteries  of  repressive  tolerance,  mystifi- 
cation, and  annihilation  by  blandness.  And  not  only 
will  we  be  provided  with  the  correct  interpretation  of 
the  sacred  texts,  we  will  also  have  our  newspapers 
carefully  censored  by  those  who  are  'better  equipped' 
to  determine  our  best  interests,  and  to  ensure  that  we 
will  not  be  corrupted  by  "backward"  homophiles. 

In  the  letter,  Friedenberg  is  described  as  "a  per- 
son elevated  by  the  mechanisms  of  the  ruling  class  to 
the  position  of  intellectual  authority."  But  have  not 
Blumenthal,  Brant  et  al been  elevated  by  the  mechanisms 
of  the  Gay  Liberation  Movement  and  the  gay  press  to  po- 
sitions of  intellectual  authority?  Any  dissenting  opin- 
ion can  be  dismissed  by  them  as  "an  embarrassing  dis- 
play of  intellectual  shallowness"  and  as  "essentially 
without  merit." 

Friedenberg  remarks  that  "because  politics  is  po- 
litics. ..  .there's  always  concern  about  who  is  going  to 
have  the  power."  What  will  happen  to  the  gay  movement 
in  Canada  when  one  faction  within  the  movement  has  the 
power  to  censor  the  gay  press? 

In  the  hope  that  The  Sody  Politic  will  remain  a 
forum  rather  than  become  a  party  manifesto,  I  remain, 

Yours  very  sincerely. 

Nils  Clausson 

Halifax 
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news 


Noted  writer  speaks  in  Toronto 


TOafJKTO--Jean   Le   Derff, 

liberations!    fro*  Montreal 

jlhor  of  the  books  Homoscx 

rquoi    Pas-   unci  Homo- L lor 


■ii   17  to  j pc.i I  on  the 
a   Sexual    (evolution.1 
held    in   the  Ontario   Insti- 
tute   for    Stud]     ■      in    IJu..,. 
and   sponsored  by    the  Gay  Alliance 
Toward  Equality,   almost   did   not    tab 
place.      This  hi   the   second   time 
Lc  Derff  hid  been  scheduled  to  speak 
The   first  meeting  had  been  postponed 
■hen  a  ■caber  of  OlSE's    Board  of 
Governors  questioned  GATE'S    room 
booking.      He  claimed   (hat   GATE  had 
not   gone  through  proper   channels    in 
securing   the  rooei   for  the  talk. 
However,   a   spokesperson   for  or  5F 
later   admLttcd    that   a  Britten,    es- 
tablished procedure  for  book] 
not  exist.      Outraged  by  the   last 
■  mute   cancellation,    GATE  publicly 
protested   the  Salter  and  succeeded 
in   re-scheduling   the  meeting. 

Despite  the  confusion  created  by 
the  cancellation  of  the  first  mcet- 
ing.    sixty-five  men  and  women   turned 
out  on  April    17th  to  hear  Mr.   Le 
rierff   speak.      In  his   address,    Hr.    Lc 
Derff  offered   suae  of  his  own   theor- 
ies on  homosexuality  and  gay   oppres- 
sion.     He  began  by   stating   th.it    ill 
people  ore  bom  bisexual  but, 
through  socialization,  oost  people 
ore    forced   into   exclusive   hetcroscx- 
uality  because   this    is   "the  course 
of  least  resistance."     Others  become 
exclusively   homosexual    and   arc   look- 
ed upon  as  outcasts.      In  our  society 
he  claimed,    it    is  not   possible   to  be 

either  "fit    into   the  Bold"  or  you  do 
"f  you  conform  you  are  straight 


and  i 


l  gay. 


in  Le  Derff's  opinion.  _. 
therefore  unhappy  individuals  who 
feel  that  they  mist  be  pulled  to  one 
extreme  or  the  other.  If  it  were 
not  for  society's  restrictions,  he 
believed   that    all   people  would    he 

Preacher  protests 
gay  speakers 
in  schools 

HILTON,  ONT--A  Fundamentalist  prea- 
cher here  has  been  waging  a  campaign 
against  the  appearance  of  gay  speak- 
ers in  area  high  schools. 

Crying  "moral  pollution",  "sexual 
fascism,"  and  "totalitarian  secular- 
ism". Ken  Campbell  is  witholding  his 
school  taxes  while  he  and  fellow  ev- 
angelists crusade  against  scientific 
education.  Mr.  Campbell  wants  the 
Adam-and-Eve  version  of  human  crea- 
tion taught  alongside  the  theory  of 
evolution.  He  is  incensed  that  John 
Updike's  novels  are  found  in  a  local 
high  school  library.  And  his  rage 
was  inexpressible  when  he  learned 
that  a  grade  12  health  class  at  a 
school  attended  by  his  daughters  was 
addressed  by  lour  gay  liberation 


A  similar  crusade  by  a  similar 
preacher  in  Toronto  last  year  resu 
ted  in  the  banning  by  a  frightened 
Board  of  Education. of  all  gay  spea 
kers  from  Toronto  schools.  Cay  or- 
ganisations in  the  Toronto  ar> 
been  campaigning  recently  for 


Confronted  on  the  CTV  programme, 
"Canada  A.M."  by  George  Hislop  of 
the  Cimmuinity  Homophilc  Association 
of  Toronto,  Campbell  could  not  say 
why,  if  he  wanted  equal  time  for  th 
teaching  of  his  ideas  on  creation, 
he  was  not  willing  to  grant  equal 
time  to  homosexuals  to  defend  their 
life.  Pressed  further,  he 


i  had  t 


:  gay 


Me  failed  to  eiplain  he*   i 
books   and  homosexual    speakers  would 
result    in  an  education    that   aas    less 
"totalitarian." 


Expanding  his  thee  r 
Le   Derff  «cnt   on  to  say  that  our 
society    is  controlled  by    'power  nun 
fry'    heterosexual   men  "who  fear 
freedom   lit,    th 

<|ucntly.    he    said,    antihomosexual   an 
ami. feminist   altitudes   h«Ve   been 
rdei  to  preserve  the- 
dominant  role  in  socict.    for 
straight  men  since   equality   for  wo- 
HOUld  encourage  the 
'    the  power   structure. 

Le  Derff  tnen  declared  thai  hatred  o 

homosexuals    is   culturally    induced. 
Mr.    Lc   Derff  cited  the   various 
liberation  movements    (blacks,    women, 
gays)   to  show  that   the  world   is  em- 
barking upon  an  age   of  liberation. 
The    importance  of  all    these  move 

"l     concepts 


:    behav 


aimed. 


What 


iltur- 


NGEC  booklet 
completed 

Una  tine 

organltai  U|   Gmy 

■ 
complete, 

questiOT.i-.il  .,  ,„. 

of  each  have  (■■.■<  d  printed   In  both 
in)  will 

; 

1      Homosexuals:      A 
'' 

to  faalliarite  candidate.-  with 
pieces  ol 
are  used   to  discriminate   lealti    I 

homosexual 

a  number  of  proposals   ilmc.l 
ing  full   eivtl    right 

gays.      Th. 

to  determine  .  ..  i,     indidati  ' 

on  these   prop  ..  .,  i    .      u. . c i,   ...  i  |   :.. 

ri'iutej  to  candidates  in  the  next 


feder 


•I. 


The   ! 


gay  people    Is   a 
must   be   unified  with   the 
of  all    other  oppressed  a 
he  asserted. 

During  his  far  reach  ii 
Mr.  Le  Derff  touched  on  a  Variety 
of  subjects  not  directly  reljtcd  t. 
the  central  thoae.  At  one  point,  I 
accused  psychiatry  of  simply  being 
"a  rehashing  of  the  old  Judeo-Chri: 
tian  standards."     Kith 


niggle  of 

that  he  could  n 

t  accept  sea  in 

1  one,    ■  ru 

public   washroom 

,   because  sex  should 

struggle 

not  be  performei 

in   hiding   and   under 

tervention  from   "Big 

Brother1.     At  a 

ng   address. 

that  gay  nun.    1 

ke  all   other  men. 

gav    i 


,    he   i 


ted 


ir    sri   partners   .is    Inferior. 
titude,   he  believed  was    in- 
il   in  men  and  will   not   easily 
;oae.      Near  the  end  of  his 
r.   Le  Derff  summori;ed  -hat 
taid  with  "Society  nates  se>! 


Quakers    support    gay    rights 

TORONTO--Thc  Toronto  Quakers  have 
written  to  the  Minister  of  Ul     ■    . 

I|    the  GATE  campaign    for    m- 

1 I  ■■■'  "  nial  .■■■.,.  ■  ion"  In 

the  Ontario  Human  Rights  Code.  Their 
action  was  a  response  to  a  letter 
from  Toronto  GATE  to  a  «.ide  rongc  of 
md  po] i t icai  groups 
■  on  discnaination 
against  gays. 

The  Quaker  statement  was  cautious, 
reflecting  the  hesitation  of  some 
older  members  of  the  Religious  So- 
ciety of  Friends:  "As  individuals 


David  Sloaires  -  "Homosexuality  from 
the  Inside".   Blanircs  and  other 
Quakers  have  organized  the  Friends 
Homosexual  Fellowship,  one  of  the 

of  which  is  "that  homosex- 
uals, and  others,  be  treated  accord- 
ing to  their  hiaxanncss  and  not  by 

any  label " 

Cay  Quakers   in  Toronto  have   imb- 


ued t 


•      .-.,.,     .: 


■nd  >. 


■  ith  i 


all 


'-  -i  :■■ 


homosexuality  as  a  way 
of  life,  but  as  a  Meeting  we  express 
our  witness  against  discrimination 
toward  any  individuals  on  the  basis 
of  their  sexual  orientation." 

At  the  Quaker  meeting  a  large  ma- 
jority of  those  speaking  expressed 
strong  support  for  homosexual  rights, 
taken  by  Quakers  on 


:ing  1- 


n  gay  o 


:  the 


inproach  to  life,   who  have 
not   found  a  welcome  in  other  churches 
would  certainly   find  one  at    the 
Toronto  meeting   of   Friends,    GO  Low- 
ther  Avenue. 

Federal  minister 
would  drop  laws 

MONTREAL --Warren  Alloand,  Solici- 
tor-General of  Canada,  in  an  address 
to  the  Advertising  and  Sales  Execu- 
tive Club  of  Montreal  last  February 
stated  that  he  believed  the  Criminal 
Code  should  be  amended  to  include 


kindly  received. 

A  Gay  Quaker  group  already  exists 
in  the  United  States  and  a  Friends 
Homosexual  Fellowship  in  England, 
but  there  are  not  enough  gay  Quakers 
in  Canada  yet  to  form  a  group  here. 

Several  American  Quaker  meetings 
have  already  taken  strong  positions 
on  homosexual  rights.  The  New  York 
meeting,  for  example,  argued  that 
"civil  rights  laws  should  protect 
homosexuals"  and  the  Philadelphia 
Quakers  adopted  a  similar  stance. 
The  Pacific  meeting  of  Quakers  went 
even  further:  "now  more  aware  of  the 
socially  inflicted  suffering  of 
people  who  love  others  of  the  same 
sex.  we  affirm  the  power  and  joy  of 
non-exploitative,  loving  relation- 
ships.  As  a  Society  and  as  individ- 
uals we  oppose  arbitrary  social, 
economic  or  legal  abridgement  of  the 


olei 


■  agait 


right 


i  this 


>  the 


British  Quakers  have  been 
vanguard  on  homosexual  rights 
Quaker  pamphlet  "Toward  a  Quaker 

.  ..is  the  first  religious 
statement  accepting  the  validity  of 
homosexual  love.   It  has  been  follow- 
ed by  other  statements,  the  most  re- 
cent by  a  leading  British  Friend. 


property. 

Acts  classified  as  crimes  because 
they  offend  the  moral  standards  of 
legislators  should  be  deleted  from 
the  Canadian  Crininal  Code,  he  said. 
To  support  this  position,  Hr.  All- 
oand cited  the  1969  Omnibus  Bill 
which  revised  certain  laws  concer- 
ning homosexual  acts  between  consen- 
ting adults. 

Mr.  Allmand's  remarks  seemed  to 
reflect  a  growing  attitude  within 
Canada's  lega?  establishment  concer- 
ning changes  in  the  country's  judi- 
cial system.  In  March,  the  Law  Re- 
form Commission  of  Canada  proposed 
that  all  but  the  most  serious  crimes 
be  removed  from  the  courts  and  put 
through  a  mediation  process.  In  a 
paper  on  sentencing,  released  March 
27,  the  commission  stated  that  the 
full  weight  of  criminal  law-  inclu- 
ding use  of  the  trial  process-  need 
not  be  brought  into  play  for  every 
offence  under  the  Criminal  Code. 

The  report  then  cited,  along  with 
a  number  of  other  examples,  'homose- 
xual offences,  bestiality  or  enhibi- 

diverted  [from  the  courts),  unless 
there  are  strong  factors  pointing 
to  the  desirability  of  a  trial.' 


In  j 


election. 

■  ..  ■  , 


lated  i 


i  par- 


...-  ■....!<■.  .v.,  , 

that  it  nil  begin  dividing  up  the 

'  anadi  ,n  Electoral  Ma)  .  as  ilgnlnj 

II  [on  o     |..-.  ,  EU   region 
in  iriiich  to  distribute  the  booklet 
onnaifo.     I  ich  candidal 

xlll    then   return  the   nomplr t ,-J   .|m 

to  thi    n  | .ii   ml    ,- 

lion  which  will    in   turn   forward    it 
to  i. Ml    fi,r  data  analysis.      It   is 
hoped    thru    under    such   ■   Scheoo,    the 
candidates  will  be  more  wi  lUnj   to 
respond  to  the  list  of  proposals 
thai!    [f   the  BatOrlS]    were  •ul..] 
directly    from  a   central    distributing 


.    furl 


nance  this  scheme, 
explaining  NG!  i    ■!] 

under   the    letterhead  of  thi 

■    it  ion. 

At   present,    the   Nations 

ii... i  oalii 

eighteen  organi  jations    fror 
Columbia,    Alberta,    Saskalcl 

M.<niT.il..i,    iint  ir  in.    <iuvhi-i  , 


ring   i 


Federal  human 
rights  code 
excludes  gays 

TOROVTO-Following  an  announccmen 
by  the  Federal  Minister  of  Justice, 
Otto  Lang,   concerning  the  proposed 
establishment  of  a   federal   Human 
Rights  Commission,   Too  Warner  of  the 
Toronto  GATE   Federal   Affairs  Commit- 
tee wrote  a   letter  on  behalf  of  the 
organisation  asking  the  minister 
whether   'sexual  orientation1   would 
:luded  under   the  jurisdiction 


of   such  a 


a  reply  dated  February   H, 
t  Cameron,  Mr.   Lang's  Exccutis 
tant,   stated   "it   is   intended  : 
time  to  confine  the  functions 

scriminat  101 


why  s 


soft 

,  colour,  religion 

t  offer  any  expl, 


lal  < 


be  specifically  excluded  from  the 
functions  of  the  commission. 

GATE  wrote  a  second  letter  in  which' 
the  organisation  asked  for  a  detailed 
explanation  of  the  government's  posi- 
tion on  sexual  orientation.   The 
letter  went  on  to  state  that  "it  was 
appropriate  that  some  explanation  be 
given  for  the  Government's  rctusal  to 
consider  and  act  upon  our  proposal." 
In  his  reply  to  the  second  letter, 
Mr.  Cameron  deliberately  avoided  pro- 
ich  an  explanation.   Instead, 
he  provided  that  "at  one  stage  con- 
sideration was  given  to  including 
grounds  of  discrimination  other  than 
those  listed  in  my  previous  reply  but 
it  was  concluded  that,  at  the  outset, 
the  Commission  should  be  charged  only 
with  matters  concerning  which  there 
had  been  extensive  experience." 


news 


Human  rights  legislation: 

Gay    Alliance  gathers   support 


Halifax    gays    conduct    poll 


.>"!     Caanbell, 

of  the  Ontai 


i  i 


I   MPPs  Mar- 
i,   and  Donald  Deae< 
b*r*l   Party, 


,    'in-    i 


,  Du|  .  • 


e  strongly  backed  t'.ATt '  ,  demindi 
the  I  Ml  Ulan  -f  th.  term  "it.- 
orientation"  in  the  Ontario  Hu- 
Riehts  Cod*.      The    Institute  of 

feialonal  libra  [MB 

nds,  or  Qua- 

■    {Toronto  Monthly  H. 

■>  adopted  a  stance  in  favour  of 
rights. 

itegy   ..- 


di*< 


,    ,  . 


,   flatly  rejected  t 


by  gay  -en 


quests  aade 
sented    in  August   of   last    year.      The 
recusal*  made  fere  research   in  the 
areas  of  discrimination  bused  on 
sexual    orientation  and  education  of 
the   public    J"    'It    bwia    Of    this   re- 
search,  and  tlic   rreoaend>it  inn  >>l 
the   inclusion  of  "sexual   orli-nta- 
tion"  a*  a  protected   factor   in  tin- 
Code.     Acting  Chairman  of  thr  Com- 
miaalun.   Dr.  Holler  Currie.   stated 
that   the  Commission  would  merely 
continue   its  earlier  offer  to  record 
and  mediate   in   inJividu.il  documentei 
case*  of  anti-gay  discrini  n;ii  i  tin    in 
the  areas   of  mploymcnt,    housing   and 

ties.     Ron  [layman.   Chairperson  of 

GATE'S  Provincial    Affairs   fiioaittce. 


Sine 


efu- 


the 
a  legij 


to  t 


;  Com- 


(thl 


t  amendmen 
the  Inclusion  of  the  tern  "sex"  in 
197J,  »as  adopted  without  any  recom- 
■endations  from  the  Commission). 
GATE  is  currently  oounting  a  massive 
lobbying  campaign  to  enlist  the  sup- 
port of  politicians,  public  organi- 
zations, cititen  groups,  riding  as- 
sociations, religious  organizations 
and  labour  unions  for  the  amendment. 
The  strongest  support  for  GATE'S 
campaign  has  cone  from  HPP  Margaret 
Campbell.  In  a  letter  to  Fern  Guin- 
don.  Minister  of  Labour,  the  minis- 
osponsible   for  the  Code,    she 


stated: 


Uld   1 


nt  as  to  your  po- 
sition and  whether  or  not  it  is  your 
intention  to  introduce  legislation 
to  amend  the  Code  during  this  ses- 
sion, or  whether  the  matter  must  be 
raised  publically  in  order  to  press 
for  the  elimination  of  this  discrim- 
ination. So  far  as  I  as  concerned, 
I  have  spent  my  life  fighting  di: 


-   I    fir 


and 
that 


certainly  it   is  abhorrent   to 
people   in  this  particular  category 
should  be  penalized  because  of  the: 

WPP  Donald  Deacon,   in  a  similar 


l*tU 


to  t 


[ni«1 


lied 
:>  GATE 


that  prior  to  his  meeting  ait 
representatives.   "I  had  had  t 
feeling  that   there  was  no  need  for 
it   (i.e.   "sexual   orientation")   to 
be  spelled  out   because    1    frankly  do 
not  understand  why  any  employer 
would  be  concerned  about  this  in 
selecting   someone  otherwise  qutll- 
fled   to   fill    a   vacancy.      After  my 
discussion,    I  was  completely  sat- 


isfied thai  j 
is  required  i 
planning  to  l 


is  of  Ontj 
platform 

of  GATE'! 


•io  has  also  en- 
if  gay  rights.  As 
presentition.    the 

posed  Standards   of  Employment    for 
Registered  Professional    Librarians." 
They  alio  invited  GATE   to  give    I 
presentation  at   a  workshop  on   'Wn- 
origy  Croup*   »nd  the  Professional 
Librarian",   which   studied  the  ways 
of  better   servinc   minonti    p 
At    that    time,    a  Gay   task   force  was 
proposed  by   one  of  the  delegates, 
of   the    Insti- 


H>LIFAs--Th« 

It)   m  Haiti 

conducting   i 

candle! 

poll   ( 


i   running  for  election    i 


lated   t 


.    Ely  i 


. 
lers  of  society  .  ir 
they  hope  that  by  Including  tfj 
people  in  their  workshop  and  i 
ing  'sexual  orientation'  in  th 
standards,  social  acceptance  ■ 
be    forthcoming.      And   in   turn, 

1 1    government   will    see 
to  include  the  ton 
tat  ion'   in  the  Ontario  Hunan  P 
Code." 

GATE  is  now  seeking  o  publi 
statement  from  thr  Mini  Hi  I  >1 
Labour.      GATE  has   written    i„   i 


■ 


ing  Increasingly  evident  that  i 
public  lUppOHS  the  protection 
the  human  rights  Of  gay  men  am 
■omen.  When  will  the  Guvcrmei 
of  this  Province   likewise  see  I 


protect   homosexuals   against   discn- 

In  a    letter  accompanying   the 
questionnaire.  GAE   stated  that    they 
wanted  to  "inform  the  electorate  of 

-ia  of  the  stand   Ol 
dates    in   the    Inrl]    2nJ   provincial 
election  on   the  question  of  gay 
rights."    fhe    letter   also  ■ I 
didates    that    a    failure    to  answer  and 
return   the  questionnaire  would  be 
interpreted   as    indicating    that    "the> 
do   n.ii    consider  the   civil    rl 
homosexuals   worthy  of  their  atten- 
tion,  and  that 'they   condone  custinc. 
discriminatory  policies   and  practi- 
ces affecting  homosexuals." 

The  questionnaire,  modelled  along 
the  same  lines  as  th<.   Qni    I 

1 
Coalition    in   the   next    federal   elec- 
tion,   asled    [he   eandidatsl    to    indi- 
cate their  positions  on  five  propo- 
■  ■     nap  i  nyaeni ,   hou  ■  I  nf . 

accomodation,    mil 

candidates   were    requested   to 
to  the 


tation.  Do  you  Ibink   (his   is  fair*" 
1)    "\    ,nr  |(D,    the  Gb|    Alliance 
for   Equality    ritiC—ilm*' 
members    I  legis- 

lature  that    the  Human  Night 
amended  to  protect  homosexuals  frua 
discrimination   Id   cmploymmT  . 
ing,   and  public  accomodation 
port    this    recommend  il 

■  ■■ .  1 1  pas- 
ted a   resolution  directing   that   the 
r   ratio"  not  discriminate 

solution   reads:    'The  employees  of 

ill.    Clt)    oi  Toronto   are    to  be    in   no 
way  discriminated  against  with    re- 
gards  (Q  hiring,   tMltnMnlSi   promo- 
tion,   or  dismissal,   on  Ull    o 
their   sexual    on.  nt 
.,.-,.  i.i  it  ton"    i  .   unJeritood   to   In- 
clude hetcrosexuality.   hoeoseiual  i  is 

...    hi   wrualtty.'  ft'  you  thlnl   thai 

Wi  rnment  of  Nova   Scotia  should 
issue   a  similar  directive!" 

A)   "Would   you  be    In   favor   ol    Ltll 

■  naoDl   »orl  my  with 

Other   provincial    governments   and   the 

i .  ,ir  i .!  i  Government    i 'i   m  effort  t 


ichlei 


.   i,  ,t  tc 


,  (all 


;>loymcnt,   housing, 


Sexual  orientation  raised 
in  Saskatchewan  legislature 


SASKATOON- -Members  of  S 
Gay  Action  have  been  lobby 
Saskatchewan  government  tc 
protection   for  gay  pooplc 


l   I""" 


rights 


of  a  brief  o 


Ujl- 


t  Saskatchewan 

nan  Rights  Commission  were  mailed  discrimii 

all   the  members  of  the  Legists-  W1S  unab: 

*c  Assembly.   Accompanying  this  was  terained 

questionnaire  aimed  at  determining  there,  hi 
■  HLAs'por-    " 


presented  to  John 
•Is,  and  Independent  Socialist 
ho  presented  it  in  the  legu- 
.  Mr.  Richards  also  attempted 
reduce  a  motion  in  the  lcgis- 
calling   for  action  to  end 

gay  people  bul 


employment   and  housing  practu 
which  homosenual    citizens  would  nc 
treated  equally  with  heterosexual 

S)  "In  1 1 1 i   '  hi    ■ 

' i   thai   hi 

■  QUaM  carried  out    in 
Hi.    pub  Hi    IcnOOll  of  Nova  ScotlaT" 
Tventy-two  candidates    replied   to 
the  GAE  poll  with  throe  Liberal, 
five   Progressive  Con...  i 
thirteen  New  Democratic   Party  candi- 
dates completing  the  questionnaire. 
Uf  the   three    Liberal 
replied,   two  supported  the  proposals 
and  one  requested  more   information. 
Four  Progressive  Conservative   candi- 
date* favoured  the  proposals  while 
one  other,   V.  Doucette,   termed  the 


-I.IOI 


Of  t 


3. P.   candidate 


i  thir 


i   lei 


informed  GAE  that 


two 


of  " 

man  Rights  Code. 

SGA  reports   that  to  date  on: 
of  Saskatchewan's  60  HLAs  have 
plied  to  the  questionnaire.  Of 
these,    only  three  have    indicati 
support   for  the  proposals,  whi! 
have  indicated  they  would  not  sup- 
port them.  Two  others  did  not  offer 
opinions  on  the  matter,  but  did  a- 
gree  to  meet  with  representatives  ol 
SGA  to  discuss   il  further.  The  oth- 
ers provided  a  variety  of  excuses 
for  not   responding.  Premier  Alan 
Blakeney  replied  by   letter,   stating 
that   the  matter  fell  under  the  jur- 
isdiction of  the  Attorney  General 
Roy  Romanow  and  that   it  had  there- 
fore been  referred  to  him.  Romanow 
declined  to  comment  on  the  grounds 
that  he  is  o  Minister  of  the  Crown 
and  an   opinion  by  him  would  be   im- 


ds  then 

rectcd  a  question  to  Attorncy-Ccn- 
eral  Roy  Romanow  who  replied  that  thi 
Saskatchewan  government  was,  indeed, 
considering  legislation  to  prohibit 
discrimination  against  homosexuals. 
Doug  Hellquist,  spokesperson  for 
"  itcd  that  he  was  confident 
lation  will  be  introduced 
:   legislative  session. 


Paul  McKeown. 

"You  will  get  no  support  from  me." 
All  three  party  leaders  in  Nova  Sco- 
clined  to  comment  on  the  ques- 


and  r. 

Is   for  gays.      GAE   report: 
i  coverage  of  the  poll  m 

-Star,    a  Halifax  daily. 


tvil 


SGA  i 


Ided  t 


.-  the 


i  petit 


New    publication 

MONTREAL --The  first  issue  of  a  new 
French- language  gay  magazine  calle- 
Lambda  will  appear  in  Montreal   in 


■ 


news 

Teachers  deny  request  for  gay  speaker 


lollciia 


r  from  i 


Community  Itomophile   Aatoci; 

I     IJWl     IO     ipc.,1     Jt     j 

special   guest -apeakers  day    In   the 
school.      They   thought   that    it   would 
be  *  good    ldi'j    to    let   homosexual-. 
V  rwn  side  of  the   storv. 
However,    the   teacher*  of  the 
jchool   did   not   share  the  sue   opin- 

rled  to 

prevent  |  DUClVe 

from  speaking.  Oakwood's  principal 


.  ■  i 


the 


»  )0! 


t  advisory  group, 
group  voted  nine  in  favour  ■ 
twelve  against  letting  a  hoa 

in  favour  broke  down  into  se 
parents  and  two  students,  A 


parents'  who  were  against  the  idea 

Throughout  the  debate  which  fol- 
lowed the  incident,  it  become  clear 
that  the  students  themselves  were 
not  afraid  of  hearing  a  gay  speaker. 
A  poll  of  SSO  students  was  conducted 
by  The  Chronicle  in  which  62\  said 
thatthey  would  not  be  offended  by 
a  CHAT  visit  while  only  6\  said  that 
they  would  be.  42\  of  those  polled 
would  have  attended  the  seminar  and 
only  16\  decidedly  would  not  have. 
25%,  however,  expected  that  their 
parents  would  be  offended  by  such 
a  visit,  m  thought  not.  No  ques- 
tion was  asked  about  whether  stu- 
dents thought  teachers  would  bo 
offended  by  a  homosexual  speaker. 
The  students  polled  did  not  think 
e  offense 


ling  a  gay  speakci 


>nly 


elghbours  would  ob- 
ject) and  apparently  very  few  stu- 
dents were  worried  that  a  gay  spea- 
ker night  corrupt  then  (10*). 

Writing  about  the  incident  in  the 
March  issue  of  Community  Schools,  an 
independent  journal  of  education, 
grade  thirteen  student  Evelyn  Pytka 
of  Oakwood  Collegiate  observed: 
"Many  teachers  who  opposed  CHAT 


aim  i 


0  SChOO]  I 


around  like  chickens  with  their 
heads  cut  off  two  short  months  ago 
cackling  about  their  own  civil 
rights...  Oakwood  students  gave 
their  teachers  a  lot  of  support  dur- 


Gay  Montreal 
prepares  brief 


>  Depart 


QUEBEC--The  Quebec  Jus' 
ment  announced,   recently, 
tention  to  introduce  a  bill   in  the 
Quebec  National  Assembly  which  would 
establish  a  Human  Rights  Charter  for 
that  province.     Quebec  is  one  of  the 
few  provinces  that  still  does  not 
have  a  provincial    Bill   of  Rights. 

In  response  to  this  announcement, 
the  Civil   Liberties  Committee  of 
I'Association  Homophile  de  Montreal 
[Cay  Montreal   Association,    Inc.]   has 
begun  to  campaign  for  the     inclusion 
of  clauses  prohibiting  discrimina- 
tion on  the  grounds  of  sexual  orien- 
tation.     The  committee   is   currently 
preparing  a  brief  outlining  the 
kinds  of  legislation  needed  to  pro- 
tect homosexuals  from  discrimination 
in   Uu     ireas  of  employment,  housing, 
child  custody,   vagrancy  charges, 
media  coverage  and  the  issuing  of 
permits.     AHM-GMA  Inc.   is 
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th  -i  CHAT  "not  be  alio 
come.  The  most  prevalent  reas 
that  these  people  were  pervert 
could  corrupt  people's  minds, 
then  they  benan  discussion  aboi 
was  going   to  speak  on  witchc 


ft. 


afraid  of  these  people  corrupting 
oinds   and   then  quit   the  committee." 
Eventually  the  committee  decided 
to    invite   an    •expert-    to   the   school 
to  speak  on  homosexuality.      This   ex- 
pert  was  not   to  be  a  homosexual, 
however.     This  is  not  the  first  time 
that  gays  in  Toronto  have  been  de- 
nied the  right  to  speak  in  schools. 
Earlier  this  year  the  Gay  Alliance 
Toward  Equality  was  refused  admit- 
tance to  Vaughan  Road  and  Sir  San- 
ford   Fleming  Collegiates.      A  year 
ago,   representatives  from  The  Body 
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Edmonton  GATE . 

lesbians 

hold  forum 

EDMDCTuN--On  February    lb,   gay  men 
and  women   in  Edmonton  held  a  long 
awaited  meeting  to  discuss  areas  of 
mutual    interest   and   involvement. 
The  meeting  was  organized  by  the  Cay 
Alliance  Toward  Equality   in   recogni- 
tion of  the  fact  that  many  activi- 
ties  and  problems   could  not  be  dealt 
with  adequately  by  an  organization 
■hose  membership  was  predominantly 
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station  i/.'.  :. 
an  investigation  of  charges  by  Ca 
ofi  d'Otuma  th  il  the  Lord  Elgin  II 
tel  was  discriminating  against  ga 
resulted  from  an  inc 
dent  involving  two  gay  men  in  the 
hotel's  dainstairs  tavern,  (i.iys  o 
d'attawa  says  that  a  Mattel  ihoul 
■t   Peter   Lanca: 

■  Friend  with  a  birthday  hug.  Thi 
t»o  friends  then  tapped  thi  walti 
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:  and  col- 
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ulation were  and  what  kind  of  fore 
alized  structure  or  structures  would 
best  meet  these  needs. 

The  first  part  of  the  meeting 
consisted  of  discussions  of  the  in- 
dividual philosophies,  ideas  and 
past  experiences  of  gay  men  and  wo- 

ccntred  around  the  age  of  consent 

political  activities,  and  the  gener- 
al social  atmosphere  of  the  city. 
During  this  period  it  was  acknow- 
ledged that,  given  the  unique  atti- 
tudes and  social  structures  of  the 
lesbian  community,  an  all-male 
organitation  could  not  effectively 
deal  with  those  areas  affecting 
only  gay  women.  By  the  end  of 

meeting  was  ready  to  entertain  spe- 
cific recommendations  on  those  areas 
in  which  there  was  mutual  conrern. 
The  secona  part  of  the  meeting 
focused  on  the  more  immediate  matter 
of  the  role  of  women  in  relation  to 
GATE.  Among  the  questions  consider- 
ed under  this  topic  were  whether  or 
not  lesbians  could  retain  their  aut- 
onomy if  assimilated  into  GATE.   If 
not,  would  cooperation  better  be 
served  by  the  formation  of  a  separ- 
ate lesbian  organiiation.   Curiously, 
sexism  within  the  gay  community  did 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting. 
It  was  suggested  that  the  women 
would  decide  among  themselves  what 
role,  if  any,  they  wished  to  play 
in  GATE  or  alternatively,  whether 
they  would  form  their  own  organiza- 
tion. GATE  m  turn  decided  to  fur- 
ther discuss  the  integration  of 
women  at  the  next  general  membership 
meeting. 


gays  are  thi-  nbjl  Bl  dJ 
on  in  Ottawa  bars.  Throe 
persons  were  interviewed.  The  first 
was  Ann  Whitloy  of  the  Ontario  Human 
Rights  Commission;  she  stated  that 
no  complaint  hus  been  filed  with  the 
OIIRC  regarding  the  treatment  of  ho- 
mosexuals in  public  bars.  Next  was 
Charles  Hill,  president  of  Gays  of/ 
d'Ottawa,  who  attempted  to  explain 
the  difference  between  Subtle  and 
overt  discrimination,  referring  spe- 
cifically to  the  Lord  Elgin's  uneasy 
gay  patrons.  The 


and  males. 

Nn    programme  conclude  on  two 
negative  points.   Trie  ass     ■  ml   .   in 
agei  w.i,  asked  t>>   the  Inter  U  *«■ 
he   thought  "Gays  of  Ottawa  were  sul 
fenng    from  o   persecution  complex?' 
lie  answered  "Yes",   Following  this, 
CJOtl  ended  the  programme  with  a  sol 
entitled  "Charlie"    in  which   the 
ingcr  said  that   his  puppy    II 
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Thunder  Bay  group  organizes 


I  NO.  I" 


t  gay 


Lakchead  Gay 


ganization  in  January 
Liberation  was  formed 
three  years  of  -effort  on  the  part  of 
a  very  small  number  of  concerned  gay 
Previous  attempts   to  organ- 


portuniti 
talks  to 


had  t 

grossing  beyond  thi 


fill. 


stage. 
However,   m  January  the  conditions 
■ere  right   for  the  establishment  of 
a  gToup  and,   aided  by  the  catalytic 
effect  of  a  visit  by  Jearld  Holden- 
hauer  of  The  Body  Politi :.   the  new 
organization  was  formed.     Since  then 
Lakchead  Cay  Liberation,   although 
small   in  numbers,   has  received  recog- 
nition as  an  official  organization 
at    Lakehead  University  and  has  begun 
to  hold  regular  meetings.     The  group 
operates  on  social,  educational,  and 
political   levels,  but  sees  its  prim- 
ary function  as  that  of  a  vehicle  for 
the  self-education  of  the  gay  commun- 
ity ard  for  the  re-education  of  a 
prejudiced  straight   community. 

Lakehead  Cay  Liberation  has  made 
plans  for  using  the  local  media  as  a 
way  of  reaching  out  to  large  numbers 
of  people.  Its  first  public  educa- 
tional  effort   in  this  respect  consis- 


tions   in  an  attempt   to  promote  a  dia- 
logue between  gays  and  straights. 
The  group  reports  that  to  date 
gay  people    in  Thunder   Bay  have  been 
indifferent  and  hostile,   however,   to 
the  formation  of  a  gay  liberation  or- 
ganization and  points  specifically 
to  the  local  gay  bar  as  one  of  the 
most  serious  problems  which   it  has 
to  face.      This  bar  has  become   the 
focal   point    for  gay   social   activity 
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and  its  patrons, 
frequency  and 
tacks  has  created 
thin  the  gay  com- 


The  Lakehead  organitation  has  i 
cussed  alternative  sociol    functioi 

but  few  people  are  yet  willing  to 
risk  any  sort  of  public  cincture  b 
working  on   them.      Meanwhile,    the 
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hasc.   Secondary  deviation  is  the 

elopacnt   of  a  role   set    attUn    ■ 
deviant   subculture   -   that    is,    the 

irgencc  of  a  ainority  who  ev- 
entually  uy   become  Ml  Hint   and 
argue   that    it    is   their  social  and 
personal   right  to  act   in  ways  which 
the   lociety  has  previously   labelled 
"deviant ".    B« 


lead   I 
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behaviour.  An  eraitple 
decades  has  been  the  profoundly 
changed  attitude  toward  the  social 
status  of  a  once-dishonourable  de- 
force. 
BauB's  article  is  very  realistic 
in  in  expectations  about  the  read, 
tness  of  his  church  to  abandon 


the 

theology, 
Vatican  Council.  Decently  he  de- 
livered a  talk  at   the  Cosmunity 
Hoaophllc  Association  of  Toronto, 
in  which  he  emphasized  the  sue 
urgency   for  homosexuals   to  develop 
their  own  "gay  wisdoa." 

Qmj>a  cannot  depend  on  any  other 
group,  he  uorncd.. ."hhere  can  gay 
people  turn  for  wisdom?  The  psy- 
chiatric profession  and  many  psy- 
chologists tend  to  regard  homosex- 
uality as  aedlcal  cases.  Other  psy- 
chologists adopt  a  permissive  at- 

'ithout    leading   their   clients 
lalf -under 


stage  of  personal    development,   or 

se»ual  dtpnvation  and  other  pres- 
sures.   In  other  people,  sen  and 
woaen,   the  homosexual  orientation 
appears  deeply  rooted    in   their 

perianal It)   structure."  it   is  this 

S«C«nd   phase   Mhicfa   Baum  calls  "cen- 
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is  that  eaergc  in  our  so- 
1  fiaiai  oarns,   and  advises  the 
1c   gay   group.    Dignity,    that 
approach    to  homosexuality 
entire  church  is  a  utter  ol 
nam   future."  "A  realistic 
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potentially  gay  young  people 
expect   much  help    from  professionals 
in  deciding    their   .wn   sexual   pref- 
erences.  This  argument  puts   in  a 
positive  way   a  problem  which  many 


he  argument    that 

given"   but   "has  been 

I   institutions  and 
Ideals."  Although 

covery"  that   Baus  suggests    tC 
his  arguments    do   reflect   a    fairly 
recent    (the  past  decade)   develop- 
ment   in   the  sociology   of  "dcvianr 

rui.  rum  between  "primary    deviation" 
and   "secondary  deviation".    The   for- 
Bor  is   siBply  an  act   label led 
viant  by  the  society  which  has 


Prisoner   wants  phone   rights 

Hoy  has  been  allowed  only  one  tele- 
phone   C«l]    to  Hannah. 

In  .i    forma]   grievance  filed  with 
the  penitentiary  director  Roy  claims 
that  "a  vast   number  of  heterosexual 
prisoners  benefit   froa  two,   three, 
four,   and  even  »ore  telephone  calls 


Star  -  'No  again' 

TOROttTO.-The  Toronto  Star  has 
once  again  refused  to  print  an  ad- 
vertisement   for  thi-  Body  Politic.   On 
February    11th,    the   Body  Politic   re- 
submitted an  ad   for  publication  in 
the  classified  section  of  the  Star. 
In  a  response  dated  Februarv    :isi, 
Mr.    N.    M.    Kirk  of  the  Advertising 
Department    stated   that   although  the 
Star's  "advertising  acceptability 

"'.   not    chonged",    he  suggest- 
ed  that   perhaps   the  Body   Politic'* 

"policies  .aa)   have  changea1  and  this 
"tght   al 
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QUEBEC- -A  Toro 
prisoned   in  a  federal  penitentiary 
in  Quebec   has   appealed   to  Solicitor- 
General   Warren   Allaand    for  "tele- 
phone  privileges"   with  his  boyfrien. 

In  protests  to  Allaand  and  prisoi 
director  J. p.  Dugas,  Guy  Roy.   39, 
claims  that   he   is  being  discriminat- 
ed against  because  he   is  o  hoBosex- 


the   Body   Pol 
r  ueeTsToVr 
The  Body  Politic   responded   to  Hr. 
Kirk's    invitation   and   received  a 
letter  dated  March  22nd  will  eh  noti- 
fied the  journal  of  the  Star's   refu- 
sal  to  accept   the  ad.    [n~ihTs    letter 
Mr.    Paul   B.   Voung,    Assistant    to  the 
Advertising  Director,    informed   the 
Body   Politic    that    "although  our  ad- 
vertising acceptability  policy  has 
been   liberalized  to  scale  degree   in 
i  shown  by  our  accep- 
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i  into  every  request,"  he 

jests  are  only  denied  if 

good  reason,"  he  added. 


!  advertising  has  not 
.   Young's  reference  here 
was  to  two  ads  placed  by  the  Gay  Al- 
liance Toward  Equality  which   the 
Star  had  recently  printed.    In  both 
cases,  however,    the  Star  substituted 
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I 
...   -   ..-ujilum    itgned  by  liui 
Uvoie-Coyctte  of  the   PMQL,    Ind  h. 
the  new  gay  magaiine.    Lambda,    ihr 
disenchanted  (ays  complain  nf    lii- 
tle   atteart    to   re, pec    ,hP    rights 
ot    French- speaking  Bcmbers.   They 
claim  business,    correspondence  and 

-■     conducted  or  written 
either  in  English  only,    or   in   a  "di 
bious"  trench. 

The  dissident;  complam  ihnt  Gn 
Montreal  leaders  are  "afraid  of  ca- 
mera    and  fiti  thp  pre,i  mt  ,„,- 

plague."   They  charge  thai    long-star 

'"'   protects  have  been 
ignored,    and   they  wvin.W   out    loud 
wh-it    the  OM    leadcnhlp  has  done  wit 
thousands  of  dollars  earned   from 
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The  FlfJL  hopes  to  becoav  a  fede- 
ratlon  Of  independant  gay  groups 
Quebec.  Their  emphasis  Is  on  actf 
as   reflected    in   thr  actlvitiei  ra 
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de   iherl 


ital  refon  and  gay  rl 
an.  They  are  preparir 
Ihe  Coaaission  on  Qut 
luman  Rights  Code,  an 
support  froa  other  c 
lies   In  the  province. 


Prairie  conference 
in  Saskatoon 

SASKATOON- -Saskatoon  Gay  Action 
thi  host  for  a  conference  of 
(ay  ICtlviat  groups  on  Vic- 
toria day  nekond,  Hay  igth,  to  20th. 

The  conference  narks  the  first  tine 

that  gay  groups  from  the  prairies 

have  gathered  to  discuss  Batters  of 


ial  « 


gay  movement. 


of  gay  activists  and 
lbs.  and  women  in  the 
The   conferc 


ictivists  to  get  to  know  one 
ind  to  make  long-range  plans 
It  is  expected  that  rcpre: 
ives  frors  Edaonton,  Degina, 
innipeg  will  meet  with  aemhi 
askatoon  Ray  Action.  Invitai 
avc  also  been  extendi 
ie  gay  social  clubs  I 
groups. 
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black  diaries' 


Roger  Casement,- Brian  Inglis,  (ladder  and  Stoughton,  1973 


Roger  Casement  paid  an  even  dearer  price  for  his 
sexual  preference  than  Oscar  Wilde,  that  famous  literary 
victim  of  Victorian  sexual  morality.  That  is  the  in- 
fluence that  Casement's  homosexual  'Black  Diaries'  had 
on  his  controversial  treason  trial.  And  since  he  was  an 
Irish  nationalist,  his  national  and  sexual  identities 
can  be  said,  without  sensationalist  overtone,  to  have 
brought  about  his  death. 

Me  distinguished  himself  in  the  British  consular 
service  by  exposing  the  systematic  exploitation  (and 
brutal  nation)  of  The  Congo  Free  State  natives  (1903-4), 
and  an  almost  similar  treatment  of  the  Putumayo-area 
peoples  of  Peru/Columbia  (1911).   For  this  latter  ser- 
vice he  was  knighted.  He  then  resigned  his  position  and 
turned  full  attention  to  Irish  independence.   In  1914 
his  passionately  consuming  nationalism  took  him  to  Ger- 
many to  form,  from  amongst  Irish  prisoners,  an  indep- 
endence army.  Unsuccessful,  he  returned  by  U-boat  to 
Ireland  in  1916  hoping  to  forestall  the  Dublin  Rebellion 
of  Easter  Monday.   But  again  he  failed.  He  was  captured 
before  he  could  warn  his  fellows.   The  rebellion,  as  he 
had  foreseen,  was  a  costly  blood-letting  to  little  im- 
mediate purpose. 

Judging  from  this  volume  (and  Montgomery  Hyde's 
earlier  book,  Famous  Trials  9:  Roger  Casement)  a  more 
reaching  inquiry  into  Casement's  homosexuality  is  war- 
ranted.  Inglis  cites  a  1903  diary  entry  wherein  Case- 
ment refers  to  the  "terrible  disease"  which  (like  dia- 
betes, Inglis*  simile)  was  the  misfortune  of  the  homo- 
sexual.  Vet  his  vivid  diaries  -  Sir  Roger  was  a  size 
queen  -  brings  Inglis  to  admit  that  Casement's  sexual 
encounters  were  a  "delightful  pastime"  and  that  "unlike 
so  many  of  his  contemporaries,  who  felt  guilty  about 
their  sexual  appetites  -  he  thoroughly  enjoyed  his  re- 
lationship with  young  men." 

Admits,  I  say,  because  (1)  he  only  mentions  the 
accused's  instruction  that  if  his  diaries  be  admitted 


At   left,    "aa&nent  as  a  youna  ma 
just  before  his  execution  in  191P. 


in  court,  then  his  counsel  was  to  explain  to  the  iurv 
that  homosexual  practices  "were  inseparable  from  true 
genius  ,  that  a  recitation  of  great  men  to  whom  history 
had  been  well  disposed  would  prove  this,  and  that  -  to' 
his  barrister's  astonishment  -  he  was  "not  a  bit  ashamed"; 
and  (2)  because  of  Inglis'  own  attitude  toward  homo- 
sexuality  which,  hardly  explicit,  strikes  me  as  insid- 
iously benign.  He  has,  in  brief,  failed  to  provide 
either  an  insightful  analysis  into  Casement's  homo- 
erotic  personality  and  its  influence  upon  his  life,  or 
sufficient  documentary  evidence  to  persuade  us  that 
Casement  thought  his  sexuality  depraved. 

While  there  was  never  any  doubt  that  Casement  would 
be  convicted  of  treason,  hopes  were  that  a  reprieve  to 
life  imprisonment  could  be  won  in  place  of  his  capital 
sentence.   Precedents  existed,  his  impeccahle  service  to 
the  crown  had  won  imperial  recognition,  and  to  many  he 
was  a  political  prisoner:  solid  grounds  for  a  campaign. 
But  the  government  of  Herbert  Asquith  was  resolute 
(owing  mainly  to  the  inexplicable  -  perhaps  homophobic?- 
malice  which  Sir  Ernley  Blackwell,  legal  advisor  to  the 
Home  Office,  bore  for  Casement).   It  resisted  all  pleas 
for  clemency-  since  any  adverse  reaction  to  his  execution 
could  be  mitigated  by  release  of  the  diaries  which, 
through  a  police  search,  had  come  into  the  government's 
possession.  Hence,  Casement's  reputation  was  at  the 
politician's  mercy.   But  more  important  still,  those 
influential  notables,  of  the  likes  of  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  who  might  have  supported  the  reprieve  cam- 
paign were  dissuaded  by  either  having  read  photographic 
copies  of  the  diaries  --  not,  shall  we  say,  accidently 
leaked  —  or  by  having  heard  "rumours"  as  to  their  con- 
tents. 

Casement  was  hanged  on  August  3,  1916.  He  preferred 
the  dignity  of  dying  for  Ireland  to  life  imprisonment. 
Casement  was  nonetheless  acutely  aware  of  the  political 
timber  from  which  his  gallows  was  constructed.  One  of 
his  last  letters  lamented  of  lawyers  and  juridical  jus- 
tice, praying  "...  God  deliver  me,  I  say,  from  such  an- 
tiquaries as  these  [who]  hang  a  man's  life  upon  a  comma, 
and  throttle  him  with  a  semi-colon." 


Herb  Spiers 


THE    BODY   POLITIC 


books 


MC  scene 


The  Gay  Church,  Ronald  M.  Enroth  and  Gerald  E.  Jam- 
ison, W.B.  Erdmans  Publishing  Company,  1974,  144  pages, 
J2.95. 


Gay  liberation  has  been  unfriendly  to  the  churches 
as  forces  of  homosexual  oppression.  But  it  now  may  be 
time  to  reconsider.  The  dialogue  with  the  law  makers 
can  be  extended  to  the  religious  front.  Christianity, 
like  other  faiths  however,  is  another  minority  inter- 
est. Vet  religious  analyses  of  the  human  condition 
should  claim  the  attention  of  gays  pursuing  the  explor- 
ation of  the  fulness  of  Being.  Clerical  voices,  Gregory 
B a urn's  for  example,  have  become  positive  towards  gay- 
ness  and  in  1968  the  Reverend  Troy  Perry  founded  the 
Metropolitan  Community  Church  in  Los  Angeles  to  meet 
the  spiritual  needs  of  homosexuals.  The  MCC  has  since 
become  world-wide  and  is  the  subject  of  The  Gay  Church. 

The  authors  of  this  book  warn  the  reader  not  to 
expect  anything  too  scholarly  or  theological  from 
them.  They  are  sociologists  and  the  cover  blurb  claims 
that  they  possess  the  chief  virtue  of  their  discipline, 
objectivity.  Enroth  and  Jamison  outline  the  MCC's  his- 
tory, its  theology,  worship,  social  action,  public- 
ations and  its  relationship  to  gay  liberation.  Their 
account,  however,  is  biased.  It  is  an  attempt  to  dele- 
gitimize  the  MCC. 

The  authors  discuss  the  MCC  within  the  context  of 
a  pseudo-liberal  view  of  homosexuality  that  is  far  from 
non-judgmental .  They  reproduce  the  old  stereotypes  and 
tout  the  possibility  of  psychiatric  cure.  They  use  the 
pejorative  term  "promiscuous"  to  characterize  the  gay 
life-style  which,  they  assert,  the  MCC  does  nothing 
more  than  cloak  in  the  garb  of  religiosity.  There  are 
.  no  essential  differences  seen  between  the  gay  church 
and  the  other  organizations  of  the  sub-culture.  All  are 
equally  preoccupied  with  sex.  Their  reason  for  being  is 
social  support  and  self-legitimization.  The  total  con- 
cern of  the  MCC  is  with  "stigma  redemption." 

The  MCC,  however,  maintains  that  it  is  primarily 
a  Christian  church  open  to  all.  Its  point  of  departure 
is  the  Gospel.  Enroth  and  Jamison's  contesting  of  a 
religious  conviction  opens  up  a  debate  incapable  of 
resolution  and  is  therefore  futile.  They  cannot  per- 
ceive how  gayness  and  the  church  can  form  a  harmonious 
relationship.  Their  undoubtedly  evangelical  background, 
with  a  strong  emphasis  on  the  dichotomy  between  secular 
and  sacred,  makes  them  hostile  to  the  sight  of  MCC  ser- 
vice notices  rubbing  shoulders  with  advertisements  for 
the  steam  baths.  The  Gay  Church  has  a  poor  view  of  the 
wholeness  of  humanity  and  the  necessity  of  ministering 
to  the  individual  where  he/she  is. 

The  MCC  is  portrayed  as  being  in  deep  trouble. 
Churches  are  breaking  away  and  New  York  cannot  under- 
stand the  Californian  mentality.  Transvestites  and 
leather-boys  trigger  constant  headaches.  The  MCC  is 
associated  with  bizarre  clergy  and  hangers-on.  This 
picture,  however,  rests  upon  the  false  notion  of  the 
MCC  as  a  traditional  hierarchical  structure,  rigid  and 
fragile  in  nature.  The  strength  of  MCC  lies  in  the 
flexibility  of  its  autonomous  Congregationalism. 

Although  the  authors  of  The  Gay  Church  disclaim 
theological  expertise  they  venture  upon  a  critique  of 
MCC  theology.  Here  they  are  at  their  most  confused  and 
misinformed.  They  fail  to  do  justice  to  the  doctrinal 
diversity  of  the  MCC,  particularly  down-playing  its 
Catholic  tradition.  They  set  a  Calvinistic  fundamenta- 
lism as  normative  and  then  attack  it.  The  MCC  is  said 
to  teach  that  people  are  foreordained  by  God  to  either 
homosexuality  or  heterosexual ity.  Not  many  MCC  members 
believe  that.  Troy  Perry  is  called  a  fundamentalist 
and  The  Gay  Church  seeks  to  demolish  in  a  very  literal- 
istic  way  the  biblical  justifications  for  gayness  that 
he  cites.  Perry's  Pentecostal  background  and  homiletic 
language  have  misled  the  authors.  He  is  not  a  funda- 
mentalist and  he  is  not  primarily  a  theologian.  The 
construction  of  an  academic  debate  with  him  about  the 


niceties  of  St.  Paul  serves  no  point.  Perry  preaches 
the  very  simple  message  of  God's  love  for  all  human 
beings  as  shown  in  Christ. 

The  Gay  Church  fails  to  be  the  objective  work 
that  is  claimed  of  it.  A  sociological  survej 
congregations  might  have  been  expected  of  sociologist 
There  are  a  few  remarks  about  the  high  proportions  of 
Roman  Catholic  MCC  members  in  some  centres  and  the 
general  categorization  of  worshippers'  attitudes  as 
conservative.  But  that  is  all.  The  MCC  still  awaits 
its  sociologists. 

Chris  Headon 


benumbed 


Slaves,  Stan  Persky,  New  Star  Books,  Vancouver,  1974, 
unnumbered  pages. 


This  is  the  classic  'slim  volume'.  Eight  poems  are 
all  it  affords  us,  artd  I  think  publication  was  ill-ad- 
vised --  Mr.  Persky  is  not  a  talent  sufficiently  major 
to  justify  so  meager  a  helping. 

There  is  no  reason  why  poetry  should  not  deal  with 
the  social  problems  of  the  day  --  gay  oppression,  for 
example  —  but  they  must  be  dealt  with  on  poetry's  own 
terms.  The  conditions  are  not  easy:  to  vanquish  us  with 
a  "reality"  produced  by  a  most  artificial  means,  struc- 
tured language.  Mr.  Persky  has  not  accepted  the  con- 
ditions, and  as  a  result,  he  has  failed  us.  To  bo  fair, 
he  seems  to  be  groping  for  a  new  set  of  parameters, 
but  they  too  closely  resemble  the  lineaments  of  defeat: 
. . .  the  benumbed  and 
ed  expression  of  the  limited  space 
(a  ghetto)  we're  given. 
for  me  to  believe  they  are  capable  of  rendering  poetry. 

This  numbness  leads  Mr.  Persky  to  tell  us  things. 
Most  of  us  are  sick  of  being  told.  At  best,  we  can  nod 
academic  assent  to: 

...the  half-hearted  tolerance 
afforded  by  sooiety-in-general  cuts 
across  and  disguises  the  category  of  soctj1 
class. 
But  if  it's  the  reality  of  class  and  economic  op- 
pression you  want,  try: 

J  step  into  my  heart  and  there  I  meet 
A  god-almighty  devil  singing  small. 
Who  would  like  to  shout  and  whistle  in  the  street 
And  squelch  the  passers  flat  against  the  wall; 
If  the  whole  world  was  a  cake  he  had  the  power  to  take 
He  would  take  it,  ask  for  more,  and  eat  it  all. 
John  Davidson  made  poetry  without  compromising  his 
vision  of  what  earning  thirty  bob  a  week  could  do  to  a 
man.  Stan  Persky  has  not  compromised,  but  he  has  not 
made  poetry. 

At  his  best  though,  he  hovers  on  the  brink.  "Af- 
ter lots  of  swans  the  summer  dies"  trumpets  in  its  very 
opening  a  challenge  to  the  "inspired  fuss"  which  Persky 
declares  poetry  is  not.  Capable  of  a  thought  sequence 
(as  Tennyson  never  was),  Persky  struggles  with  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  the  poet  in  a  revolutionary  society, 
and  manipulates  his  images  of  swans  and  angels  with 
some  persuasive  force,  though  one  has  still  to  contend 
with  cliched  rhetorical  references  to  "the  people's 
victory  in  Cambodia".  He  concludes:  "After  lots  of 
swans  the  desire  for  swans  dies."  Perhaps.  But  not  the 
desire  for  poetry. 

Gerald   Hannon 
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Phallos:  A  Syibol  and  Its  History  in  the  Mai,  w^ih, 
ThorkU  ,»„E8aard,  Jonathon  Cape,  Is,:.'  (English  edition) 
204  pages  »  illustrations,  $10.95. 


tu.„VK™g"rd  J"5  °Ut  t0  «5"bl"h  the  connection  be- 
tween  homosexuality,  the  nhain,  <.™i.~i        - 
hi-™-  k-   ,  Phallic  symbol,  aggression  and 

hierarchical  structuring  in  society.   Assuming  that  he 
has   succeeded,  he  concludes  PhallBs  with  a  call  for  the 
re-affirwtion  of  hierarchical  structuring  based  on  a 
healthy  re-awakening  of  symbolism.   It  seems  that  when 
everyone  knew  whose  ass  to  lick  and  whose  tongue  to  an- 
ticipate people  were  happier  and  there  were  fewer  neu- 
roses. Simplified  thus,  such  a  conclusion  seems  to  verge 
on  the  absurd.   But  the  problems  begin  long  before  we 
come  to  the  conclusion. 

Principal  is  the  segregation  Vangaard  insists  on 
between  individuals  who  are  "inversely  homosexual"  and 
those  who  merely  exhibit  a  "homosexual  radical."  The 
first   ...are  the  true  homosexuals  according  to  the 
common  usage  of  the  word.  These  men  feel  attracted  ho- 
mosexual ly  and  are  potent  in  homosexual  relationships 
but  they  do  not  feel  erotic  attraction  to  women  »  The 
second^ have  ». . .  homosexual  feelings,  fantasies,  impul- 
ses..." but  "...  are  normal  in  their  erotic  attitude 
towards  women."  The  use  of  "normal"  is  particularly 
significant  when  we  consider  that  this  is  the  group 
around  which  he  builds  his  discussion.  "Inverts"  are 
dismissed  because  he  has  chosen  not  to  include  them  Ln 
this  book.  There  is  something  suspicious  here-  he  is 
defining  groups  in  terms  of  psychological  makeup  when 
methodologically  the  only  means  of  distinguishing  them 
is  by  behaviour.   Even  excusing  that  for  the  moment, 
another  inconsistency  arises  hecause  Vanggaard  endorses 
the  continuum  model  of  sexuality,  and  explains  his  "ho- 
mosexual radical"  as  something  which  all  of  us  have  in 
varying  degrees  with  heteros  having  the  least  and  homos 
the  most.  Having  endorsed  the  concept,  he  ignores  it 
arbitrarily  excluding  a  segment  of  the  continuum 

The  problems  are  precipitated  bv  his  discussion  of 
aggression.   It  is  rooted  in  the  works  of  people  like 
Lorenz  and  contains  the  same  facile  shift  from  the  ani- 
mal general  to  the  human  specific,  lie  summarizes  the 

presenting'  activities  in  a  baboon  troop  where,  for  ex- 
ample, a  young  male  will  present  himself  to  a  more  domi- 
nant individual  of  either  sex  and  may  be  mounted.  The 
mounting  and  sometime  copulation  by  an  older  male  is,  of 
course,  homosexual  activity.   But  it  is  within  the 
hierarchical  structure,  and  the  young  receives  protec- 
tion and  preferential  treatment  in  return  for  his  sub- 
mission. This  Vanggaard  uses  as  proof  of  the  'natural- 
ness* of  paederastic  relationships,  and  of  the  need  for 
hierarchical  structuring  in  society.  He  is  unable  or 
unwilHng  to  discard  the  anal-ogy  at  the  point  where  it 
breaks  down  and  cannot  comprehend  homosexual 
outside  of  the  hierarchical  structure. 

Inverse  homosexuals,  he  maintains,  are  beyond  his 
topic;  nothing  he  says  is  meant  to  relate  to  them.  Yet 
if  we  use  the  primate  framework  and  apply  it  as  specifi- 
cally as  he  (and  more  perniciously,  Lorenz)  has  to 
human  activities  we  come  up  with  such  observations  as: 
inverts  are  irreversibly  submissive  individuals  going 
through  life  presenting  themselves  to  any  male  who  looks 
more  dominant,  leading  thus  a  promiscuous  life  in  the 
hope  of  acquiring  some  quality  of  -maleness'  through  the 
phalluses  of  more  dominant  men. 

Such  falsehoods  demonstrate  the  shortcomings  of  the 
metaphoric  basis  on  which  these  conclusions  rest.   I 
suspect  Vanggaard  anticipated  the  problems  which  would 
arise  if  he  included  the  entire  sexual  continuum.  He 
would  be  forced  to  admit  the  shortcomings  of  the  system 
or  to  abandon  it  utterly.   Instead  he  has  presented  it 
and  damned  it  with  the  exception. 


activity 
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The  problems  multiply,  but  the  book  is  nonetheless 
interesting.  His  material,  mostly  literary  in  origin 
was  largely  new  to  me  and  therefore  valuable,  more  SO  be- 
cause of  careful  bibliographic  notations.   In  addition, 
for  those  who  are  interested  in  the  sources  of  homopho- 
bia, parts  of  PhallUs  may  be  unintentionally  illuminat- 
ing.  But  it  is  still  far  from  the  comprehensive  history 
of  phallic  symbolism  which  the  sub-title  promises. 


Merv  Walker 


women  in  love 


The  City  WUhin,    Elisabeth  Newbold,   Mau 
Inc. ,    New   York, 


212  pp.  $7.95, 


If  we  are  to  take  Lesbian  novels  seriously  as  lit- 
erature, we  must  require  that  they  maintain  literary 
standards.  Ms.  Newbold's  writing  in  The  City  Within  is 
absolutely  undistinguished,  often  sloppy  and  when  it 
attempts  to  be  "literary"  falls  flat  on  its  face,  among 
other  ways,  by  misquoting  a  line  from  a  poem  by  Edna  St 
Vincent  Mil lay  called,  "Memorial  to  D.C."  II  "Prayer  to 
Persephone."  Julia,  the  main  character  and  narrator 
says,  "Be  to  her,  Persephone,  all  the  things  I  may  not 
be..."  Millay  wrote  "might".  This  simply  indicates 
that  Ms.  Newbold  does  not  appreciate  the  subtle  nuances 
of  poetic  language,  and  does  not  take  the  trouble  to 
validate  her  quotations  before  she  uses  them. 

The  story  takes  place  in  Washington,  D.C.,  and  cen- 
tres around  Julia's  dilemma  when  Kate,  her  lover  of 
eight  years,  returns  to  deal  with  her  family  and  con- 
front her  past  in  Chicago,  leaving  Julia  to  cope  with  her 
ever-increasing  libidinous  interest  in  Virginia,  a  new 
arrival  in  the  government  office  where  Julia  works.  In- 
stead of  responding  to  Julia,  Virginia  falls  in  love 
with  Henny,  another  woman  in  the  same  office.  Henny 
returns  Virginia's  love,  but  she  has  to  give  up  Mary 
McKee,  her  lover  of  twenty  years,  for  Virginia,  and  she 
asks  Julia  to  help  her  manage  the  difficult  problem  of 
telling  Mary  and  Virginia  about  each  other.  Oddly 
enough,  when  all  four  of  them  get  together,  despite  her 
overwhelming  appetite  for  Virginia,  it  is  with  Mary  that 
Julia  goes  to  bed  -  several  times.  After  this  Julia 
does  a  great  deal  of  soul-searching,  but  when  Kate  re- 
turns having  had  her  own  little  tumble  in  the  hay  with 
Elizabeth,  an  old  childhood  lover,  it  appears  that  she 
and  Julia  will  live  happily  ever  after,  both  of  them 
wiser  and  more  fulfilled  because  of  their  extra-curricu- 
lar activities. 
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The  book  is  shot-through  with  naive  and  foolish 
statements.  There  is  a  fatuous  attempt  at  a  causftl 
theory,  thinly  veiled  in  the  exposition  of  Kate's  back- 
ground.  Later  the  "condition"  is  discussed  as  genetic 
misinformation  in  regard  to  sex.   Julia  just  assumes 
that  male  homosexuals  are  "promiscuous,"  and  Dykes  (two 
masculine  looking  women  she  sees  in  a  gay  bar)  are  "ap- 
palling," and  that  in  seme  preposterous  way  if  she  and 
Kate  didn't  live  just  right  they  would  turn  into  similar 
creatures  within  twenty  years.  She  thinks  there  are 
only  two  things  to  do  on  Sunday  -  get  drunk  or  make  love. 
Booze  plays  all  too  central  a  role  in  this  novel.  Must 
we  always  be  shown  to  the  world  in  this  light? 

The  over-riding  question  seems  to  be  how  to  handle 
or  justify  a  sexual  impulse  toward  someone  other  than 
the  person  with  whom  one  lives.  The  answer,  apparently, 
is  to  do  what  you  want  because  lesbians  don't  nave  to 
maintain  higher  standards  cf  behaviour  than  heterosex- 
uals do.  This  conclusion  leaves  one  stunned.  The  act- 
ivity may,  indeed,  be  quite  all  right,  but  the  rationale 
is  absurd. 

Yet  there  is  no  doubt  that  genuine  love  and  affec- 
tion exist  among  the  key  characters,  and  that  when  Kate 
returns,  she  and  Julia  reaffirm  their  commitment  to  one 
another.  The  glaring  fault  is  that  Julia  never  tells 
Kate  the  truth.  They  never  work  out  the  answers  toge- 
ther, which  seems  a  denial  of  what  it  means  to  be  a  ma- 
ture, loving  adult — assuming  the  responsibility  for 
one's  own  actions  and  treating  the  other  person  as  an 
equal . 

The  book  is  never  even  slightly  pornographic. 
There  are  no  "writhing  passions."  It  is  neither  roman- 
tic nor  liberated.  But  it  strives  toward  some  kind  of 
enlightenment  in  an  awkward,  groping  fashion.  Although 
this  novel  is  a  disappointment,  I  hope  Ms.  Newbold  will 
continue  to  write,  perhaps  with  greater  power  and  con- 
viction, and  that  The  City  Within  will  encourage  other 
writers  and  publishers  to  produce  more  and  better 
Lesbian  literature. 


talky  pterodactyl 


Nancy  Walker 


REMEMBERING 

Someone  asked  me 

who  you  were 

seeing  that  photograph  I  have 

in  which  you  stand 

with  legs  apart,  half  naked, 

in  a  pair  of 

tight,  white  bathing  trunks... 

I  said  that's  just  a  guy 

I  used  to  have  a  room  with 

years  ago... and  told  white  lies, 

afraid  to  share 

my  early  manhood  memories 

with  one  who  did  not  care. 

How  could  I  speak  to  him 

of  nights  alone  with  you 

while  moths  of  moonlight 

fluttered  on  the  bed 

between  the  whispers  of 

our  fragile  dreams.  In  that 

dim  world  of  slumbering  stars 

we  left  behind  enchanted  joys 

that  kindle  you  in  me 

when  I  see  loneliness  in 

some  man's  eyes. 

It's  years  now 

since  I  turned  my  head 

from  you  -  but  yet 

I  cannot  look  away. 

Li an  Rafferty 


What  Happened,   Merle  Miller,  Harper  and  Row,  54_>pp. 
$9.15.  '        VV 

No  one  will  ever  have  to  write  a  novel  like  this 
again.  At  least  they  won't  if  things  go  well. 

What  Happened  chronicles  a  variety  of  things  pri- 
vate and  public  which  Gay  Lib  has  been  steadily  eroding. 
For  example,  the  gay  narrator  of  What  Happened  is  tel- 
ling it  all  to  a  psychiafockingtrist.  How  quaint!  How 
curious  too  since  the  narrator  doesn't  appear  to  be  see- 
king a  cure.  George  Lionel,  Miller's  principal  in  this 
novel,  is  an  ear-bender  who  could  have  been  depicted 
button-holing  just  about  anyone.  And  what  he  has  to  re- 
late isn't  remotely  of  the  abject  cure-seeking  kind  th.it 
psychiaboobytrists  like  to  tell  and  retail,  (cf.  Cappon 
etc.) 

For  another  thing  a  sour  vein  of  bitchery  pervades 
What  Happened.  The  bitch   is,  of  course,  a  stock  figure 
in  the  homosexual  experience.  He  has  the  same  psycho- 
social status  as  Stepin  Fetchit  has  in  the  Black  exper- 
ience.  Both  mirror  the  oppressor's  contempt.   By  turns 
pitiable  or  contemptible,  both  are  human  debasements 
exploited  for  their  comic  potential.  No  one  nowadays 
finds  Stepin  Fetchit  funny.  And  if  the  lacerating  re- 
partee of  the  bitch   still  seems  funny  the  character  it- 
self is  as  doomed  as  the  kindly  let-me-help-you-fight- 
this-thing  psychiaquack  and  Stepin  Fetchit. 

Well  anyway,  what  did  happen?  I'll  tell  you. 
George  Lionel,  a  wispy  boy  from  the  American  mid-West 
(c.1920)  grows  up  to  be  a  pianist,  a  composer  and  a  ho- 
mosexual. As  anyone  knows, the  ambiance  of  small  towns 
is  not  very  congenial  to  any  one  of  these  three,   i  Lone] 
migrates  and  becomes  one  of  the  rootless  homotaruit.  Uut 
Miller  reflects  the  coming  of  age  of  the  homosexual 
novel.  He  is  not  melodramatic  and  there  is  no  lurid  de- 
scent into  the  city  of  night.  At  the  same  time  he  is 
faithful  to  the  talky  ambivalence  that  so  often  charac- 
terizes homosexuals  of  the  era  before  Gay  Lib.  Here  is 
Lionel  cutting  himself  down  to  si2e:  "What  I  am  is  an 
emotionally  crippled  aging,  cowardly  faggot  and  what 
possible  good  could  a  person  like  that  do?"  The  idiom 
and  sentiment  alike  bespeak  the  victim.  Few  homosexuals 
over  fifty  have  not  felt  it. 

Miller  dedicates  What  Happened  "to  all  the  people 
who  tried  to  kill  me  along  the  way"  and  that  intensifies 
the  fellow  feeling  I  have  for  him  as  a  man  of  my  gener- 
ation. At  page  243,  in  addition,  I  discovered  that  in 
the  dark  backward  abysm  of  time  our  destinies  had,  so 
to  say,  intersected.   I  leave  out  Europe  where  we  both 
were  as  was  practically  everyone  of  our  age.  The  bond 
of  common  experience  between  Miller/Lionel  and  myself  is 
the  shared  enchantment  with  the  looks  of  a  then-handsome 
actor  named  Richard  Cromwell.  "When  I  jerked  off  it  was 
either  Enroll  Flynn  or  there  was  a  movie  actor  named 
Richard  Cromwell;  he  was  in  'The  Lives  of  a  Bengal  Lan- 
cer.' He  also  sent  me  an  autographed  picture,  naked 
from  the  waist  up "  I  had  not  yet  mastered  the  be- 
havioural concomitant  of  sexual  infatuation  so  that  my 
response  to  Richard  Cromwell  was  never  more  than  all 
eyes. 

What  Happened  may  have  little  appeal  for  the  Gay 
Lib  generation.   Its  protracted  self-evisceration  is 
both  full  and  off-putting.   Isherwood's  A  Single  Man 
may  be  miles  ahead  in  courage  and  clarity  but  in  What 
Happened  Miller  has  produced  a  rich  and  accurate  defini- 
tion of  the  homosexual  psyche  before  it  was  rescued  by 
the  activists.  That  I  can  recall.  Miller's  protagonist 
makes  no  mention  at  all  of  the  movement.  He  is  pre- 
Christopher  Street,  a  talky  pterodactyl. 

P.M. 

(P.M.   could  lose  his  job  in  education  if  hie  full   name 
uere  used-  Ed. ) 


THE   BOPY  POLITIC 


our  image 


war  of  the  se 


nto  a  personal   realization  of  the 
so  that  even  the  most  apathetic  viewer 
nl     "*,/?  l°T  '  """■"">"•     """het  ornot  Harry  ~d 
Til.  would  be  happier  beine  gay,    i,    is  apparent  that 
hey  don't  know  how  ,„  be  happy  bein6  straight.     .  L„ 
LeDerffs   argument    that   homophobia    in   our    society  ar- 
ises  fro.  the  determination  of  the  male  sex   to  main- 
lr,^/l'J,',"l"C>"'1    ^"""ty  over  despised  women. 

;h,u"r„rroLso.:.a  ■"• drama,ic  the*"icai  ■»*«■" 


David    Watmough 
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The    Foursome 

Ontario's  beach  resorts  are  still  light  years  from 
a  sexual  revolution,  if  we  believe  director  Alex  Dmit- 

[,'eV  h  V."  1Z™Z°   C<M,t"  f0r  the  Arts'  »h"h  recently 
staged  E.A.  Whitehead's  The  Foursome. 

H.i.  ^r  5*Tl   '!  "„"'"  SmmeT   versi°"  of  Fort  Lauder- 
dale-- Grand  Bend,  Ontario,  realistically  represented 
by  three-foot  sand  dunes  with  the  audience  on  three 
sides.  Two  jocks  arrive  on  the  beach  with  two  post- 
teen  floozies  in  tow,  for  a  machismo  version  of  the 
Sunday  picnic.   Buddies  from  "way  back".  Harry  and  Tim 
entertain  each  other  by  aping  the  voices  and  gestures 
of  stereotype  "queers"  while  their  dizzy  female  aud- 
ience- along  with  us  in  the  real  audience-  alternate 
between  embarrassed  amusement  at  these  gay  antics,  and 
dark  suspicions  that  maybe  the  boys  really  are  that  aau. 

Although  the  play  is  about  three  hours  long  the  ' 
audience  showed  no  signs  of  fatigue,  since  the  acting 
and  staging  are  completely  absorbing.  Nothing  quite 
holds  the  attention  like  pathetically  sick  people  pick- 
ing over  the.,  own  psychological  puke,  especially  when 
tour  people  involved  are  so  convincingly  portrayed 

Harry  and  Tim  enjoy  fucking  girls,  we  learn,  be- 
cause they  deeply  despise  the  female  sex.  They're  hap- 
piest with  each  other,  and  when  the  girls  won't  put  out, 
Harry  and  Tim  disappear  for  a  long  swim  and  some  time 
in  the  woods. 

There  is  a  startling  scene  in  which  Tim  shows  what 
he  really  thinks  about  women  by  distributing  the  con- 
tents of  the  girls'  makeup  purses  all  over  the  beach. 
He  contrasts  the  good  natural  smell  of  a  locker  room 
jock  with  the  oppressive  odour  and  thick  layers  of 
make-up  masking  his  women.   But  perhaps  the  most  spell- 
binding scene  is  one  of  about  ten  or  perhaps  fifteen 
minutes  Cit  felt  like  hours)  during  which  the  only  ac- 
tion is  a  complete  make-up  application  by  the  two  girls. 
There  is  absolute  silence--  not  a  word  of  dialogue— 
and  the  boys  sit  statue-like,  as  if  frozen  into  help- 
lessness by  the  feminine  ritual  of  pancake  base,  grease 
rouge,  mascara,  false  eyelashes  and  lipstick. 

If  this  play  were  taken  at  face  value,  it  would 
seem  the  work  of  a  reactionary  homosexual  who  hated  wo- 
men, or  at  least  a  bitter  misogynist.  As  presented  un- 
der the  brilliant  direction  of  Dmitriev.  it  becomes  a 
revised  version  of  Who's  Afraid  of  Virginia  Woolf 
with  the  games  centred  not  around  marriage,  buTThe  he- 
terosexual rutting  instinct.  The  play  reeks  with  dis- 
gust for  sexuality  and  hatred  of  the  opposite  sex  with 
the  girls  no  less  ready  than  the  boys  to  play  the  hypo- 
critical games.  v 
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tist  reading  and  performing  ITZV^l  r^n- 

veyed  to  us  as  it  was  meant  to  be  conveyed 

The  opening  piece,  ,  lengthy  depiction  of  a  son's 
various  perceptions  of  his  father,  illustrated  some  of 
the  problems  which  had  incited  the  noble  critic  gainst 
tatmough,  performance.  The  work,  entitled  "Father 
certain    J  ™  "r™™""   "»™«  "P"  only  in  s"ots. 

!'   ,'  ""     the  •>""  illustration  of  the  art- 
ist s  style  and  humour.  Watmough,  the  performer,  deli- 
sort  of'sh,Tr:alH'n  '  br"thl"s-  curlou.1,  monotonous 
language  "  "  """"   <h°    '"'"s™  °f  the 

But  there  were  enough  insights-  some  of  them  per- 
haps peculiar  to  a  gay  male-  to  make  the  first  offer- 
ing compelling  and,  ultimately,  successful.  "Fathers 
and  Sons"  accurately  depicts  the  irony,  the  awesomeness 
and  the  mystery  of  generational  succession.  Watmough 
displays  an  impressive  ability  to  see  the  world  from 
the  standpoint  of  a  small  child,  and  a  keen  understan- 
ding of  the  contradictory  alienation/affinity  of  son-to- 
father  relationships. 

"Cousin  Petherick  and  the  Will"  highlighted  the  ar- 
tist s  gay  consciousness  in  other,  subtle  ways.  The 
piece  describes  the  agonizing  relationship  between  the 
older  closet  homosexual  and  his  adolescent  gay  nephew 
anxious  to  pry  the  secrets  of  homosexual  life  from  the 
old  man.  Here  we  felt,  and  were  moved  by  an  unerring 
portrayal  and  understanding  of  struggle  and  suffering. 
Watmough's  even-handed  study  of  detail  leaped  to  the 
attack  when  one  least  expected  it  to—  and  the  actor's 
dramatic  performance  seemed,  somehow,  to  improve. 

"Giulietta",  the  final  offering,  made  the  evening 
truly  rewarding,  and  buried  the  memory  of  critics. 
A  warm  and  personal  tale  of  a  man's  motherly  love'for 
a  baby  badger,  "Giulietta"  treated  us  to  a  rich  senti- 
mentality that  never  lost  its  essential  dignity.  We 
witnessed  Watmough  at  his  naughty  and  intimate  best 
giving  motherhood  a  different  colour  with  sly  referen- 
ces to  "badgery".   Bawdy,  banal,  charming  and  grotesque, 
spiced  with  bright  metaphors  and  delivered  lovingly  and 
flawlessly,  this  piece  won  over  an  audience  finally 
aware  of  the  presence  of  a  talent  that  had  something 
uniqueto  offer. 

We  don't  know  whether  it  was  the  artist's  or  the 
Canada  Council's  decision  to  present  the  material  per- 
formed on  this  particular  evening.  We  would  have  liked 
to  have  heard  some  of  Watmough's  more  explicitly  homo- 
sexual pieces,  an  idiom  in  which  he  excels. 

Perhaps  some  of  the  gay  organizations  will  organize 
a  tour  with  that  in  mind.  Certainly,  David  Watmough  is 
one  personality  who,  through  his  art  form,  is  creating 
a  public  presence  that  Canadian  gays  should  make  it 
their  business  to  know. 

Walter  Blumenthal 
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Tubstrip 


"Better  than  Boys  in  the 
Band".  "Brilliant  Bitchy  Ban- 
ter", "Downright  Hilarious":  so 
claimed  the  advance  publicity 
for  Tubstrip,  the  al  1-male-cast 
play  set  in  a  steambath.   It  is 
unfortunate  that  the  reality  of 
the  performance  failed  to  live 
up  to  these  overstatements. 
True,  it  was  amusing,  but  not 
hilarious;  and  as  for  bitchy  ban 
ter,  one  can  pay  less  and  hear 
better  at  any  Toronto  bar. 

In  claiming  that  one  play 
is  better  than  another,  one  pre- 
sumes that  the  better  play  ex- 
plores the  same  topic  more  dar- 
ingly or  in  greater  depth.  This, 
in  my  opinion  Tubstrip  failed 
to  accomplish.   It  was,  perhaps, 
more  daring  than  Boys  in  the 
Band,  if  one  counts  only  the 
naked  male  bodies  on  display. 
But,  given  the  different  setting 
of  each,  and  the  acceptance  of 
justifiable  nudity  in  modern 
theatre,  one  concludes  that 
Tubstrip  offers  nothing  new. 

With  his  characters,  playwright  Kronengold  fails 
to  establish  anything  more  than  shallow  characterisa- 
tions, and  hence  allows  little  scope  for  the  cast  to 
explore  anything  but  the  trivial,  which  they  do  quite 
successfully.  At  points  in  the  play,  the  author  pain- 
fully attempts  to  introduce  the  gay  philosophies  of  his 
characters,  but  merely  embarrasses  the  audience  by  his 
awkardness  and  naivete. 

Like  so  much  commercial  theatre,  Tubstrip  seemed 
primarily  concerned  with  box  office  success,  to  which 
end  the  production  was  geared  to  please  everyone,  the 
gay  world  in  particular.   The  inevitable  result  was 
immemorable  mediocrity,  a  few  belly  laughs  during  the 
performance  and  the  feeling  that  one  had  been  mentally 
short-changed  when  one  reached  the  street  outside. 
Surely  our  gay  culture  can,  does,  and  should  produce 
more  worthwhile  theatre  than  this  trite  and  trivial 
showpiece  that  is  an  insult  in  its  naivete  to  gay  so- 
ciety and  gay  liberation. 

John  Henderson 


Upcoming  Events 


Quebec  playwright  Michel  Trerablay's  Hosannah  will 
be  presented  in  English  at  the  Tarragon  Theatre  begin- 
ning May  IS.  The  play,  depicting  the  relationship  be- 
tween the  drag  queen  Hosannah,  and  her  aptly  named 
leather  boyfriend  Cuirette,  was  originally  to  be  staged 
at  Passe  Muraille,  until  that  theatre  was  forced  to 
close  in  April. 


John  Burgess 


Three  one-act  plays  by  Canadian  gay  playwright 
John  Burgess  were  presented  at  Waterloo  University 
March  14-16  as  part  of  student-director  Jude  Connell's 
graduation  project.  Though  I  missed  the  performance, 
1  did  manage  to  wade  through  Burgess'  shortened  version 
of  his  full-length  play  A  Stranger  Unto  My  Brethren, 
which  won  the  Governor  General's  award  in  the  1969 
Dominion  Drama  festival. 

Margaret  Murray  (Kitchener-Waterloo  gay  lib),  re- 
viewing the  plays  in  the  Chevron,  charitably  reported 
the  direction  as  good,  though  she  felt  the  acting  was 
stilted  and  even  farcical  in  parts.  Given  the  insipid 
dialogue  and  somewhat  contrived  scenario  of  Burgess' 
cringing  apology  for  homosexuality,  1  don't  see  how  the 
acting  could  have  been  otherwise,  though  1  suspect  Con- 
nell's use  of  straight  actors  only  emphasized  the  arti- 
ficiality of  the  plays.  Perhaps  it  is  unreasonable  to 
expect  a  gay-liberationist  stance  in  a  play  written  six 
years  ago.  Still,  one  wonders  whether  the  audience  was 
made  aware  that  this  play's  antiquated  consciousness  is 
entirely  unrepresentative  of  the  lifestyle  of  gay  people 
today.  One  hopes  Connell's  project  gives  a  more  en- 
lightened view  of  the  gay  world  than  the  plays  she  chose 
to  direct. 


Robert  Trow 


Pictures  at  a  gay  exhibition 


The  Destruction  of  Sodom 


The  KAA  Gallery,  on  the  periphery  of  Toronto's  Ken- 
sington Market,  is  an  intimate  non-profit  exhibit  space 
for  the  unusual  in  art.  For  three  weeks  in  March,  the 
gallery  featured  the  work  of  gay  artist  Darryl  Tonkin. 
Predictably,  local  art  critics  avoided  comment. 

Tonkin's  art  is  populated  by  male  nudes  lost  in 
alien  landscapes,  their  features  randomly  blurred  or  ar- 
bitrarily decapitated  by  the  boundary  of  the  painting. 
His  later  canvases  display  an  explicit  eroticism  missing 
in  the  earlier  works.  Tonkin  characterizes  his  art  as 
"inspiring  sexual  liberation  through  a  sexual  lyricism 
governed  by  the  surreal." 

It  is  not  true  that  Tonkin  is  trying  to  be  incohe- 
rent, although  affixing  evocative  mythological  titles 
does  not  always  unify  the  disparate  elements  crowding 
his  canvases.  His  surrealism  more  often  reveals  a  de- 
sire to  shock  rather  than  a  success  at  shocking.  Perhaps 
satire  is  its  aim. 

Pessimistic  about  painting.  Tonkin  predicts  the 
art  will  be  dead  within  ten  years,  replaced  by  the  im- 
mediacy and  fluidity  of  film.  E(j  Jackson 


there  sccas  to  be  alnost  universal   agree- 
ment among  observers  of  the  Aacrican  gay 
•ovenent    that    its   history   can  be  divided 
into  two  distinct  periods:   pre-  and  post-Stone- 
wall.     Before   that    no*   famous    riot    in  the  Fast 
Coast's    largest  gay  ghetto,    the  movement  was 
unobtrusive,    bourgeois,    closety;    after,    it   be- 
came militant,   counter-cultural,   and  open.     The 
difference    is  broadly  described  as  one  between 
hOBOphillM  and  gay   liberation.      Applied   to    the 
gay  movement   in  Vest   Germany,    the  same  kind  of 
generalization  would  have  to  place   the  dividing 
line  on  an  event  of  a  very  different   kind:   the 
screening    of  a  movie    in   the  major  gav  ghettos 
Lit    Germany. 
Hi      film    in    question  has   a  cumbersomely 
itle,    It's  ,,ot   the  Homosexual   That's 


il    the    Situation  lie 
made    in    1970  by  Rosa 


I-  IV 


In, 


_  and  it 
i  Praunheim--the 
-de-guerre  of  a  young  gay  director  who  hap- 
pilj  unites  the  aesthetics  of  Andy  Warhol  with 
the  politics  of  Rosa  Luxemburg,  his  namesake. 
Ri   '   film  was  actually  just  one  of  three 
commissioned  by  national  television  when  in 
1969,    a  major  reform  of  the  statue  on  homosex- 
uality was  enacted  by  the  West  German  parlia- 
ment.  The  two  other  films--tolerant ,  re- 
strained, educational— fully  satisfied  the  ex- 
pectations  of  rhc  network  executives;  but  they 
were  quickly  forgotten  in  the  furor  that  sur-' 
rounded  It's  Not  the  Homosexual... .  A  few 
Fore  its  scheduled  broadcast  network 
S  prudently  arranged  for  a  private 

"  i  ' ■  took  one  look,  and  hit  the  panic 

button.   The  broadcast  was  cancelled.   Their 

" '■'  "' ''■  this  film  was  so  provocative  thai 

it  would  Strengthen  anti-gay  prejudice,  not 
reduce  it.   Rosa's  reply:  the  two  other  films 
had  been  made  for  the  benefit  of  uninformed 
straights,  whereas  his  movie  was  made  by  and 
for  faggots,  who  had  the  same  right  to  the 
airwaves  as  everyone  else.  The  network  deci- 
sion was  declared  an  outrage  in  the  liberal 
press,  and  a  heated  censorship  debate  was  un- 
derway which  lasted  until  January,  197.1,  when 
the  film  was  finally  broadcast. 

But  Rosa  had  not  been  waiting  for  the 
executives  to  come  around.  In  1971,  he  and 
several  friends  began  showing  the  film  to 

gatherings  of  gays 
in  cities  through- 
out Germany,  in 
the  follow-up  dis- 
cussions, audience 
reaction  was  pre- 
dictable hut  never 
boring:  most  view- 
ers were  offended 
and  more  or  less 
agreed  with  the 
network's  decision 
to  withhold  the 
f  i  1m .   Some  became 
absolutely  enraged 
and  yelled  insults 
at  Rosa  (this  also 
happened  at  screen- 
ings in  New  York) . 
And  then  there  were 
always  a  number  of  gays  who  got  the  film's  mes- 
sage, rose  to  defend  it,  and  decided  to  meet 

further  discussion  of  their  "perverse" 
ver  failed:  everywhere  the 
film  was  shown,  the  nucleus  of  a  gay  liberation 
group  was  formed.   Rosa  came  to  be  known,  half- 
adminngly  and  half-mockingly,  as  the  'mother 
of  the  movement. ' 

Rosa  states  emphatically  that  the  very 
mixed  audience  reaction  was  exactly  what  he 
expected.  Those  who  loudly  protested  that 
.  they  couldn't  relate  to  the  film,  couldn't 
identify  with  its  'hero',  had  in  fact  gotten 
the  point,  if  only  indirectly:  the  film  fo- 
cuses directly  on  the  seamiest,  most  oppres- 
sive aspects  of  the  gay  scene,  challenging 
the  viewer  to  face  the  ugliness  of  the  ghetto 
and  to  break  out  of  it.  The  story  follows 
tite  development  of  a  young  man  who  comes  out 


ain  for 

ituation. 


The  Gay  Hov 

Jim  Steaklcy  |||  (      ^ 


and  personally  experiences  nearly  every- 
thing the  gay  subculture  has  to  offer 
His  first  long-term  affair,  which  ends 
with  infidelity,  is  revealed  as  the  sen- 
timental travesty  of  a  marriage;  he  then 
becomes  involved  with  an  older,  wealthy 
man  and  is  disgusted  by  his  self-prosti- 
tution; he  seeks  independence  by  going  to 
work  as  a  bartender  and  soon  conforms  to 
his  clientele,  becoming  a  frustrated 
clothes-queen.  So  he  throws  himself  into 
total  promiscuity,  cruising  tearooms, 
beaches,  and  parks  compulsively,  and  sam- 
pling SSM.   Me  ends  up  a  total  wreck, 
drinking  heavily  in  a  crummy  bar  with  b 
lurid  drag  show.  Then  he's  invited  by  a 
sometime  trick  to  visit  a  gay  commune, 
where  he  meets  five  others  who  share  Ins 
dissatisfaction  with  the  scene  and  bom- 
bard him  with  their  ideas  on  gay  solidar- 
ity and  liberation.   The  film  closes  with 
the  slogans:  Out  of  the  closets  and  into 
the  streets!   Freedom  for  faggots! 

The  message  was  radically  new  in  1971 
1971,  and  it  fell  on  fertile  ground. 
About  twenty  organisations  were  founded 
during  the  next  year,  and  the  growing 
movement  staged  its  first  demonstration 
on  April  29,  1972.  The  demo  was  in  MUn- 
ster,  a  small  university  town,  and  cele- 
brated the  first  anniversary  of  one  gay- 
lib  group,  the  HSM.  Few  of  the  gays  who 
became  involved  that  year  were  aware  of 
the  existence  of  the  West  German  homophile 
movement,  which  dates  back  to  1949--one 
indication  of  the  old  guard's  remarkable 
success  in  guaranteeing  discretion.   Fewer 
still  had  any  knowledge  of  the  pre-Hitler  gay 
movement,  which  is  now  being  studied  in  de- 
tail. So  for  the  time  being,  German  gay  lib- 
eration was  patterned  on  the  American  model- 
the  haphaiard  state  of  international  communi- 
cations being  what  they  were  (and  are),  know- 
ledge of  the.American  movement  was  at  best 
hazy,  but  hopes  were  high  of  emulating  the  Ame 
rican  success  in  mobilising  marches  through 
city  streets.   The  MUnster  demo,  which  drew 
about  200  and  immediately  split  into  opposed 
ideological  factions,  was  organised  by  Rainer 
Plein.  He  had  hoped  to  establish  the  pre-emi- 
nence of  the  HSM  and  his  personal  leadership 
of  the  entire  German  movement. 

Opposition  to  Plein  was  headed  by  Martin 
Dannecker,  the  articulate  spokesman  for  a 
Frankfurt  group  called  "Rotzschwul"  (for  Rote 
Zelle   StetouZ,  faggot  soviet).  At  the  timi 
the  MUnster  demo,  Mar- 
tin's credentials  were 
well-established:  he 
had  worked  closely  with 
Rosa  von  Praunheim  on 
the  script  for  It's  Mot 
the  Homosexual . . .  and, 


as  a  socio-sexologist, 
had  conducted  an  enor- 
mous survey  on  homosex- 
ual lifestyles  in  West 
Germany.  (The  survey 
results  are  now  being 
prepared  for  publica- 
tion in  collaboration 


with  Reimut  Reiche,  whose  Sexuality  and  Class 
Struggle  has  already  appeared  in  English  trans- 
lation.) Martin  is  generally  regarded  as  the 
leading  Marxist  theoretician  within  the  German 


movement,  and  he  cri 
to  place  the  gay  strum 
spective,  for  aspiring 
than  liberation,  Ilis 
within  the  German  movei 
following  the  MUnster  i 
the  HSM  announced  thei 
to  found  a  rival  soci.i 
split  has  recurred  in  < 
and  the  larger  cities  i 
strictly  civil-rights  [ 
nisation. 

The  emergence  and 
active  left  wing  is  the 
ence  between  thi 
gay  movement  and  its  '. ; 
part.  On  this  side  dI 
groups  have  come  and  g i 
Revolutionary  Party- -.m 
bor  a  few  marxist  membJ 
they  attained  the  streij 
the  socialist  groups  hi 
ment.  To  understand  hi 
it  will  be  necessary  td 
the  movement's  slow  beg 
and  sixties. 

Perversely  enoupli 
of  West  German  ti 
change  at  all  wlj 
was  crushed;  as  one  cori 
Third  Reich  never  endci 
though  the  Reichstag  hJ 
legalising  homosexual  i< 
seizure  of  power  brouc'i' 
ties  against  homosexuji: 
law  remained  on  the  bom 
mary  responsibility  fon 
belongs  to  the  Christ  i-ff 
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fcisod  the  IISM  for  failing 
iggle  within  a  wider  per- 
ift  to  integration  rather 

views  are  widely  shared 
'ement,  and  at  a  conference 
r  demo  several  members  of 
resignation  and  moved 
st  group.   This  type  of 
number  of  organisations, 
iw  have  both  a  liberal, 
i  group  and  a  Marxist  orga- 

Ld  crowth  of  a  strong  and 
|he  most  striking  differ- 
lan  (and  indeed  European) 
North  American  counter- 
f  the  water,  socialist 
gone--Red  Butterfly,  Gay 
[and  some  organisations  har- 

s.  But  nowhere  have 
epgth  and  significance  of 
within  the  German  roove- 
hOh  these  groups  arose, 
to  take  a  look  back  at 
eginnings  in  the  fifties 


gh,  the  legal  situation 

homosexuals  did  not 
when  the  Hitler  regime 
ommentator  put  it,  "The 
led  for  homosexuals."  Al- 
had  been  on  the  verge  of 
acts  in  1929,  the  Nazi 
ght  even  stricter  penal - 
ality--and  the  fascist 
ooi,s  until  1969.  The  pri- 
or this  gross  injustice 
.an  Democratic  party  (and 


sues.  Thus  . 

lished  whi 
throughout  the  fifties 


rguments  against  homosexual- 
The  fierce  anti-communism  of 
this  party  was  directly  linked  with 
homophobia  in  a  1969  campaign  speech 
by  Fran:  Josef  Strauss,  who  is  now 
Germany's  leading  conservative  poli- 
tician. Attacking  the  Social  Demo- 
cratic programme  of  detente,  Strauss 
produced  this  memorable  aphorism: 
"I  prefer  a  cold  warrior  to  a  warm 
brother."  This  little  rhyme,  impos- 
sible to  render  into  English,  turns 
on  the  idiom  wawner  Bpudei* — queer. 
Throughout  the  fifties  and  sixties, 
conservative  newspapers  never  missed 
an  opportunity  to  caricature  left- 
ists as  a  pack  of  faggots. 

their  legal  oppression 
B  few  gays  ventured  forth  in  1949 
and  tttempted  to  re-establish  the 
pre-llitler  Scientific-Humanitarian 
Committee  in  Prankfurt.  The  effort 
failed  quickly,  as  did  another  at- 
tempt the  following  year  in  Berlin. 
In  1951,  the  first  of  the  post-war 
gay  periodicals  appeared,  a  self- 
styled  "literary"  monthly  entitled 
Pan;  it  disappeared  after  -i  few  is- 
pattem  was  est  an- 
il was  to  he  repeated 
:  organisations  and  pub- 
lications would  pop  up,  come  under  fire  from 
police  and  courts,  and  dive  underground  until 
the  air  cleared.  Still,  three  men  made  a  shaky 
career  of  editing  homophile  magazines  during 
the  fifties,  and  a  list  of  their  publications 
would  contain  about  twenty  titles;  actually 
they  can  be  reduced  to  just  three  or  four  per- 
iodicals which  constantly  changed  mastheads 
to  circumvent  court  publishing  bans.  The 
centre  of  this  activity  was  Hamburg,  a  liberal 
city  which  had  tolerated  gay  bars  even  during 
the  Nazi  period.  The  circulation  of  these 
magazines  can  only  be  guessed  at,  but  one, 
Freond,   had  a  press  run  of  14,000.  Much 
smaller  numbers  were  involved  in  the  homophile 
groups,  which  compensated  by  grandly  naming 
themselves  'international'  (the  International 
Friendship  Lodge  [IfloJ  of  Bremen)  or  invoking 
humanity  in  general  (the  Society  for  Human 
Rights  [GfM]  of  Hamburg) .   This  last  organi- 
sation was  affiliated  with  the  International 
Committee  for  Sexual. Equality  of  Amsterdam, 
and  some  insight  into  the  difficulties  of  the 
German  movement  is  offered  by  this  excerpt 
from  a  19S6  issue  of  the  ICSE  Newsletter: 

"In  the  meantime  we  received  a  circular 
letter  of  Mr.  llaarmann,  former  chief-secre- 
tary of  the  German  Society  for  Human  Rights. 
Mr.  Haarmann  left  Germany  six  months  ago,  as 
he  tells  us  in  his  circular,  in  connection 
with  the  dissolution  of  this  Society  and  in 
order  to  avoid  unpleasant  consequences  for 
several  of  his  collaborators.  He  also  says 
that  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  German 
Society  for  Human  Rights  had  long  since  taken 
the  decision  to  hand  copies  of  all  mailing 
lists  of  the  Society  to  the  ICSE,  in  order 
to  store  away  safely  those  addresses  and  avoid 


that  they  would  either  be  destroyed  or  aiM 
in  case  of  unplea  many," 

The  German  homophile  movement  continued 
to  lead  tfi  I 

late  sixties,  when  it  gradually  found  a  firmer 
footing  and  simultaneously  became  obsolescent . 
The  most  obvious  Inpoent 

was  the  rapid  growth  I  I 

oaniacal  name),  u  Hamburg-based  groin 
established  branches  in  a  number  of  Gl 
cities  and  reached  a  combined  membership  of 
about  S00  by  1970.  The  viability  of  this 
group  *as  due  not  to  any  special  org  ill 
tional  talents  but  rathei  t 
self-assertiveness  on  the  part  of  hoaosi 
and  a  grudging  recognition  oi 
on  the  part  of  local  authority 
remained,  however,  fundamentally  consi 
live;  the  brochures  it  nailed  to  memb<  i 
parliament  defended  homosexuals  by  citin 
dimly  relevant  passages  from  the  Unit. 

:tiarter.   This  soft-spoken  agitatioi 
was  useless  in  itself,  but  it  happil)  coin- 
cided with  much  broader  social  currents  which 
in  1969  swept  the  Christian  ncmocrats  froi 
power.  Mat Lng  Rood  on  u 
seventy-year-old  promise, 
thi  Soci  '  I  k  mocr  il  s  quick- 
ly moved  to  legalise  li o- 

sexual  acts;  tint  in  their 

haste  chey  made  a  stupid 
t  "ii,  ession  to  the  r.hri  st  i  an 
Democrats,  in  Drdi r  to 
protect  the  arm)  | from  i t- 

se  i  t"i   ii >i  cua]  H  ;■    i  enii i 

Illegal    for  men  between    th« 
iges  ol    'i  ghteen  and  tweni  ■■  - 

one.      ih  i  ■■     in  i  i  l    was    re .1    t'i  hi    the    l  aw    I  >    I 

■  ii.    eighteen  being  set   as  the  age    nf  consent 
for  gays,      i  he  movement   objet  l  s   l  hai    l  he    m  n 
Law  still    singles  out  gay   people   and  demands 
its  tota]    elimination   in   favoi  of  b    law  which 
deals   uniformly   with   hetcro-    and   huiiniseMi.il 
abuses. 

the  same  forces  which  led  tO  Che  Soi  tal 
i  .i  tic  i-  led  i  -ii  vi  c  torj  of  L969  also 
accounts  for  the  rise  of  ft.iv  liberation. 
Briefly,  the  !atL  sixties  were  a  time  of  ex- 
treme civil  unrest  in  West  Germany,  spearheaded 
by  striking  workers  and  students  who  demanded 
a  major  role  in  decision-making  processes  at 
work  and  at  school.  fContiw* 
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"The  struggle  goes  on!" 
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Oppression  in  Mexico 
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A  dark,  narrow  street  on  the  unsavoury  periphery  of 
Mexico  City's  fashionable  Pink  Zone.  We  approach  a 
large  old  house  surrounded  by  a  high  wall.  On  the  in- 
side of  a  locked,  wrought-iron  gate  stands  a  uniformed 
policeman.  A  few  words  are  exchanged,  a  five  peso  bill 
changes  hands  -  we  are  inside.  Up  the  steps  and  -  gay 
bar,  brighter  than  most,  as  loud  as  any,  and  as  crowded 
as  you  would  expect  such  a  place  to  be  in  a  city  of  8 
million  people  with  only  one  other  gay  night  spot.  There 
is  a  small  dance  floor  -  empty.  Achingly  so  in  that 
crowd.   But  five  pesos  buys  you  the  right  to  purchase  a 
tew  drinks,  the  chance  to  cruise,  and  the  promise  of 
only  infrequent  police  raids.  The  right  to  dance  would 
cost  you  much,  much  more.   Ripe  for  gay  lib' 

Bob  Figueroa  is  a  small,  intense  man  in  his  mid- 
30  s.   Intelligent,  articulate  and  opinionated,  he  has 
been  the  leader,  for  almost  3  years,  now  of  the  only  al- 
ternative in  Mexico  to  the  scene  described  above.  Ear- 
lier that  evening,  over  drinks  in  his  comfortable  down- 
town apartment,  we  discussed  the  situation  of  ga—  '- 
Mexico,  and  the  prospects  of  social  reform, 
mitment  was  the  result  of  personal  tragedy, 
jured  in  a  car  accident  which  killed  his  lover,  he'spent 
his  long  painful  convalescence  considering  ways,  as  he 
put  it,  to  "share  my  past  happiness  with  others."  Sub- 
sequent trips  to  the  U.S.  and  meetings  with  representa- 
tives of  gay  groups  there  persuaded  him  to  organize  con- 
sciousness raising  sessions  where  people  could  talk 
through  the  structures  of  alienation  imposed  by  Mexican 
society. 

Tuesday  night  -  four  day's  earlier.   Five  people 
have  gathered  to  rap.  Typically?  -  the  academy  awards 
had  cut  into  attendance.   Bright  and  informed,  with 
solid  middle  class  jobs,  these  people  could  not  be  typi- 
cal of  the  Mexican  gay  scene.  Mexico  is  a  very  poor 
country,  and  proportionally  most  gay  people  must  exist 
in  the  small,  struggling  towns  and  in  the  appalling 
slums  surrounding  this  country's  major  cities.  Discus- 
sion is  animated,  intellectual  and  tonight,  at  least, 
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seems  to  steer  clear  of  personal  revelation.  But  Ar- 
turo  talks  of  an  earlier,  unhappier  married  life.  Now, 
divorced  and  as  openly  gay  as  Mexico  allows,  he  is  dis- 
covering the  possibility  of  a  fulfilled  and  happy  life 
Machismo  is  an  inevitable  topic:   the  terrifying  passio, 
for  straight  jacketed  maleness  which  cuts  Mexican  men 
off  from  each  other  and  from  themselves,  which  turns 
every  human  encounter  into  a  battle,  which  fits  every 
Mexican *man  with  a  mask  of  stone.  One  result:   "   mas. 
culme  homosexuality  is  regarded  with  indulgence 
as  the  active  agent  is  concerned 
an  abject,  degraded  being. .. .Masculine  homosexual 
is  tolerated,  then,  on  condition  that  it  consists  in 
'"olating  a  passive  agent 


nsofar 
The  passive  agent  is 


with  heterosexual  rela- 
v.onships,  the  important  thing  is  not  to  open  oneself 
up  and  at  the  same  time  to  break  open  one's  opponent" 
(The  Labyrinth  of  Solitude,  Octavio  Paz) . 

Mexican  social  life  is  still  very  much  structured 
around  the  family  unit.  As  a  result.  Bob  informs  us, 
Sunday  is  a  dead  day  in  the  gay  life  of  Mexico  city  - 
children  (of  whatever  age)  are  expected  to  spend  that 
day  with  their  families.  And  most  do.  lie  feels  this 
may  also  be  partly  a  function  of  the  oppressive  nature 
of  the  political  scene:   the  family  unit  then  represents 
some  security  from  a  reality  where  300  students  can  be 
gunned  down  during  a  peaceful  protest  march. 

I  recall  Francisco.  We  met  him  in  the  Ecuador 
steam  bath  -  one  of  the  two  that  are  more  or  less  openly 
gay.   We  found  it  appalling:   dirty,  with  surly  atten- 
dants and  sex  in  the  choking,  fetid  atmosphere  of  the 
steam  room.   Later,  wandering  among  the  tombs  of  Mexico's 
illustrious  dead,  we  learn  that  Francisco  still  lives 
with  his  family  and  plans  to  continue.  "It  is  expected" 
he  says,  "that  a  son  stay  with  his  family  until  he 
marries.  Besides,  if  I  left  now,  they  might  suspect  I 
was  gay.  What  other  reason  could  I  have  for  wanting  to 
leave  home?"'  Francisco  says  he  has  a  happy  gay  life. 
He  does  not  feel  he  has  any  problems. 


Tiff  BODY  POLITIC 


There  are  no  laws  specifically  directed  against 
homosexuals  in  the  Mexican  criminal  code.  There  are 
laws  regarding  immoral  behaviour  -  "faltae  a  la  moral "  - 
and  they  are  sufficiently  vague  to  admit  of  application 
in  most  circumstances  of  a  sexual  -  and  certainly  homo- 
sexual -  nature.   Penalties  are  not  severe  -  a  maximum 
fifty  peso  ($4.00)  fine;  but  since  the  social  scandal 
could  wreck  a  man's  life,  a  corrupt  police  demands,  and 
usually  gets,  a  substantial  bribe  to  keep  the  affair 
out  o.f  court.  Bob  recalls  that  not  many  years  ago  no  one 
went  to  a  gay  party  without  a  few  crisp  thousand  peso 
notes  in  his  billfold.  Raids  were  not  infrequent,  and 
if  one  occurred,  you  simply  bought  your  way  home. 

The  Tuesday  night  group  talks  of  its  plans.  Ml 
feel  they  must  soon  turn  outward  to  the  gay  community, 
but  they  realized  what  a  dangerous  and  momentous  step 
that  will  be.  Among  their  potential  projects:   to  trans- 
late Weinberg's  Society  and  the  Healthy  Homosexual  into 
Spanish  and  have  it  privately  printed  and  circulated. 
To  organize  a  directory  of  legal  and  medical  services 
sympathetic  to  gays.  To  start  a  pilot  group  of  poten- 
tial leaders  for  other  awareness  groups.   Finally,  and 
most  difficult  of  all,  to  initiate  a  phone  distress  and 
family  counselling  service.  This  last  will  require 
final  and  irrevocable  public  commitment  -  and  nothing 
in  public  attitudes  so  far  indicates  it  will  he  easy. 
For  example,  a  drama  group  in  Mexico  city  recently  de- 
cided to  perform  Boys  in  the  Band  -  not  what  you'd  call 
a  shockingly  experimental  work.  The  local  civic  leader 
declared  that  that   sort  of  thing  wouldn't  appear  in  his 
district,  and  refused  the  group  access  to  any  theatre 
in  the  area.  The  controversy  eventually  reached  the 
office  of  the  President,  who  made  some  safe  comments 
about  the  sanctity  of  free  expression.   It  now  seems  the 
play  will  be  performed.  But  still  not  in  the  district 
for  which  it  was  originally  intended. 

Not  that  the  subject  isn't  a  source  of  titillation. 
The  establishment  press  seems  to  ignore  us,  but  there 
are  a  lot  of  scandal  rags  in  the  city  that  cater  to  the 
Mexican  appetite  for  pictures  of  car  accidents,  decapi- 
tations, etc.  (Typical  headlines:  "Maid's  Boss  gives  her 
a  Caesarean  with  an  Onion  Knife";  "Queer  Dies  While 
'Doing  It'"),  and  most  of  these  frequently  carry  defama- 
tory stories  about  gays.  One,  called  Alerta,  carries  a 
regular  column  entitled  "Anatomia  del  Homosexual."  It's 
a  letter  page  -  gays  write  in  about  their  problems.  No 
answers  are  given.  The  day  I  read  through  there  was  a 


long  plea  from  soaeone  who  wanted  a  sywpath 
atrist  to  explain  the  "root  of  his  sexual  deviation. " 
Soneone  else  writes  about  a  childhood  spent  dressed  «» 
a  girl  -  and  concludes  that  parents  ;ire  ouch  to  blase 
for  causing  homosexuality  in  children. 

It  is  probably  opinions  like  these  which  woke  Bob 
Figueroa  so  harsh  on  the  topic  of  Mexican  gays 
feels  they  deserve  much  of  the  oppression  they  «] 
ce  because  they  do  nothing  to  change  it,  they  are  not 
self  reliant  enough,  etc.   We  quarreled  about  this.   It 
seems  hard  to  condemn  gay  people  for  succumbing  to  very 
natural  fears,  especially  when  many  Mexican  men  arc 
driven  by  machismo  to  entertain  "nata  putOBH   (kill  the 
queers)  feelings.  Perhaps  the  reality  of  the  situation 
is  best  summed  up  by  Norman,  a  quiet,  gentle  American 
who  has  lived  and  worked  in  Mexico  for  23  years.  He  is 
not  very  sanguine  about  the  possibility  of  a  militant 
gay  group  in  the  country.  He  has  seen  the  government 
and  police  become  increasingly  more  corrupt,  the  pop- 
ulation of  the  capital  ruder  and  more  uncaring.  "Can 
we  march  for  gay  rights,"  he  asks,  "when  no  one  in  this 
country  has  even  the  most  basic  civil  rights?"  1  recall 
the  massacre  at  Tlatelolco  in  1968.   I  think  he  may  be 
right. 

[Bob  Figueroa  speaks  fluent  English,  and  is  eager  to 
communicate  with  others  in  the  movement.  Those  interes- 
ted can  write  to  him  at:  Apdo.  Postal  716,  Mexico  1,  D.F 
Mexico.]   ■ 


Gaye  are  represented  in  the  Mexican  preee 
only  in  saandal  sheets  in  connection  with 
lurid  crimes.    This  photograph  iB  taken 
from  such  a  publication;   it  accompanied  a 
story  which  was  entitled:   Lob  Chicos  de 
la  Banda   (The  Boys  in  the  Band). 
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Dermis  Altman  is  the  author  of  the  seminal  book  Bomo- 
sexual   -  Oppression  and  Liberation   (1S7SI,   whioh  ana- 
lysed the  growth  of  gay  ■  liberation  in  the  United      ' 
States.     Dennis,   a   lecturer  in  Political  Science  in 
the  Department  of  Government  of  Australia's  Sydney 
University,    visited  Toronto  in  late  December,    1073. 
During  the  visit,   several  Body  Politic  collective 
members  gathered  to  talk  to  Dennis  about  his  book  and 
his  present  thoughts  on  the  gay   liberation  movement. 


Veil,  the  obvious  question:  it's  been  almost  too  years 
mZl  \*  Ttu  ""f  .P»»«"»4  "™  there  any  reassess- 
ments about  the  things  which  you  said  in  that  book? 

!  tTll   'J11*  '  r"  d»rectly  repudiate  anything,  but 
I  would  change  the  emphasis.  I  didn't  intend  to  pro- 
vide a  theory  for  gay  liberation.  I  think  I  saw  myself 
as  writing  more  of  an  explanation  of  why  the  gay  lib- 
eration movement  has  emerged  and  its  relationship  to 
social,  cultural,  and  political  change  in  the  United 
States,  particularly  in  the  late  sixties  and  early  se- 
venties. The  book  was  taken  up  by  a  number  of  people 
as  sons  sort  of  ideological  framework  and  I  don't 
think  it's  sufficient  in  doing  that.  If  I  were  in 
fact,  trying  to  do  that  now,  I  would  take  much'more 
seriously  a  Marxist  critique,  an  ontological  critique 
and  an  existentialist  critique.  Quite  frankly,  I  don't 
think  I've  either  the  knowledge  or  the  capacity  to  do 
what  is  required,  which  is  some  sort  of  synthesis  of 
all  those  approaches  providing  an  ideological  frame- 
work. 

Save  there  been  any  changes  in  your  life  since  the 
publication  of  your  book? 

What  has  happened  to  me  as  a'  result  of  that  book  is 
in  many  ways,  hideous.  Without  that  book,  of  course  I 
couldn  t  have  come  to  Toronto  and  I  wouldn't  be  here 
being  interviewed;  those  are  good  things,  right?  On 
the  other  hand,  I'm  objectified  to  some  extent  by  ev- 
eryone-to  a  lesser  extent  by  you  people  than  by  most- 
and  I  really  freak.  It's  very  hard  to  relate  to  people 
once  they  have  some  prior  conception  of  who  you  are. 
when  I  was  on  the  plane  coming  here,  five  different 
people  at  different  times  came  up  to  me  and  said:  "Are 
you  Dennis  Altman?"  Now  admittedly,  it  was  a  special 
flight  because  it  was  an  Australian  Union  of  Students 
charter  and  you  would  expect  a  great  number  there  to 
recognise  me.  But  it  makes  your  life  very  difficult 
The  best  thing  that  happened  to  me  during  Gay  Pride 
Week  was  the  night  I  went  out  on  a  truck,  sticking  up 
posters,  because  I  was  just  someone  sticking  up  post- 
ers from  the  back  of  a  truck.  I  have  virtually  stopped 
going  on  television  in  Australia  because  everytime  I'm 
on  TV,  it  just  reinforces  the  idea  of  me  as  an  object. 

You  said  in  your  book  that  to  be  homosexual  is   to  be 
revolutionary.  Do  you  still  think  so? 
Yes.  It  depends  on  how  you  define  'revolutionary'.  To 
he  homosexual  is  to  be  opposed  to  the  mores  of  socie- 
ty. Of  course,  it  is  perfectly  possible  to  be  totally 
unaware  of  this,  so  that  the  revolutionary  nature  of 
being  homosexual  is  potential  rather  than  actual.  This 
seems  to  be  reflected  in  the  large  numbers  of  homosex- 
uals who  quite  successfully  integrate  themselves  into 
the  status-quo.   I  suppose  J.  Edgar  Hoover  would  be  a 
classic  example.  The  idea  of  the  homosexual  as  poten- 
tial revolutionary,  which  is  something  which  derives 
from  Sartre  and  Marcuse,  .ay  well  be  a  romanticisa- 
tion.  I  »  not  sure  anymore  that  it  is  not  possible  for 


modern  western  capitalist  societies  to  assimilate  ho 
mosexuals.  If  on.  looks  back  over  the  pas  ten  years" 
it  has  been  happening  f.irly  quickly.  By  a   ,     ' 

STo  thin"'"  ""  ""'•  "  °ff  """   "»**"  thlS'l' 
Considering  your  knowledge  of  the  social  and  political 

samsed,    m  which  do  you   think   the  movement  stands   Sh. 
best  chance  of  having  a  revolutionary  impact? 
.   None.  I  very  much  doubt  gay  liberation  is  going  to 

itvdoe%rro"'tionar>J  i"?'ct  m  *-""•'■  ■  ^ .;., 

it  does  do  is  provide  a  possibility  f„r  a  „e,-r.volu- 

nvolved  In   it"  "— Uf'  f"  th°"  <*°?"   "ho  become 
involved  in  it.  It  seems  possible  that  gay  liberation 
is  more  ikely  to  be  successful  where  there  is  no  al- 
ready a  large  established  commercial  gay  world   I 
don't  think  it's  accidental  that  gay  liberation  groups 
collapsed  ,„  places  like  San  Francisco  and  New  York 
where  many  alternatives  exist,  and  that  those  areas 
where  gay  liberation  groups  still  exist  are  very  of 
"i"''  c°,ne|e  «""  »""e  there  is  virtually  no  al- 
ternative  In  fact,  often  the  most  important  thing 
that  gay  liberation  provides  has  nothing  whatever  to 
do  with  revolution  and  it's  a  mystification  to  talk 
about  it  in  those  terms.   But  it  does  provide  some 
possibility  of  community  for  gay  people. 

Mould  you  like   to  see  the  gay   liberation  movement  un- 
dergo a  change  m  emphasis,    to  become  something  more 
broadly  based? 

There  is  a  dilemma.  On  the  one  hand,  because  of  the 
way  people  internalise  what  society  says  about  homo- 
sexuality, one  needs  to  discover  one's  identity  as  a 
homosexual.   For  that  one  needs  a  gay  movement  which 
includes  people  who  are  not  victims  of  that  oppres- 
sion. On  the  other  hand,  once  individuals  have  reached 
the  point  where  they've  integrated  their  homosexuality 
into  their  total  life,  it  may  well  be  that  they  should 
move  out  of  the  gay  movement.  And  that  would  raise  im- 
mense difficulties  because  if  it  happened,  there  would 
be  no  gay  movement  left. 

Move  out  of  the  gay  movement  into  what? 
The  gay  movement  might  be  a  transitional  period  that 
one  goes  through:  you  come  out  of  the  closet,  go 
through  a  period  of  total  immersion  in  the  movement, 
and  gain  from  that  sufficient  self-confidence  to  in- 
teract with  nongays  on  a  basis  that  demands  total  ac- 
ceptance. It's  only  people  with  the  confidence  that 
the  movement  gives  them  who  are  able  to  interact  with 
straights.  The  movement,  to  work,  requires  a  constant 
influx  of  new  people.  No  one  is  indispensable  to  the 
movement.  It  may  well  be  that  the  movement  would  bene- 
fit if  people  like  me,  who've  been  around--it  seems 
like— forever,  were  to  move  into  other  areas.  It  might 
open  up  the  possibility  for  others  to  emerge,  while  I 
was  doing  something  different  to  help  the  broader  aims 
of  gay  liberation. 

Sow  do  you  draw  new  people  into  the  gay  movement?  What 
are  the  possibilities? 

I  don't  think  that's  something  I  can  answer.   I  suspect 
that  gay  liberation  as  we  see  it  is  only  going  to  have 
a  limited  appeal.  One  of  the  problems  with  gay  libera- 
tion— and  I  can  see  this  in  most  countries  I've  a 
knowledge  of— is  that  people  who  are  attracted  to  it 
tend  to  have  a  certain  lifestyle  and  certain  political 
views.  Most  homosexuals  do  not  share  that  lifestyle 
nor  those  views  nor  want  to. 
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What   lifestyle  are  you  talking  about? 
A  communal  one  with  other  gays,  either  gay  men  or  gay 
women;  rejection  of  a  career;  a  heavy  commitment  to 
movement  work.  Suppose  someone  doesn't  like  this  life- 
style and,  while  admitting  the  validity  of  the  goals 
of  gay  liberation,  does  not  particularly  want  to  join 
the  struggle  by  living  communally.  They  might  prefer 
to  live  alone  or  monogamously,  things  which  are  now 
very  unfashionable.  They  tend  to  be  put  down  by  people 
in  the  movement  because  of  this.  People  in  the  move- 
nent  too  often  forget  that,  whatever  liberation 
means,  it  does  not  mean  there  is  going  to  be  one  set 
of  answers.  And  if  people  think  the  latter  is  true, 
they  are  simply  replacing  one  type  of  social  imprison- 
ment by  another.  Liberation  is  a  process,  not  a  goal. 
11]  nne  can  hope  for  is  an  opening  up  of  more  possi- 
bilities, a  greater  diversity. 

And  that  creates  a  dilemma:  if  gay  liberation  were  to 
attract  the  great  majority  of  homosexuals,  it  would  no 
longer  be  gay  liberation.  Maybe  one  has  to  make  a 
choice  between  a  mass  movement  that  provides  services 
for  large  numbers  of  homosexuals  hut  lacks  a  libera- 
tion ideology  and  a  much  smaller  and  tighter  group 
that  is  ideologically  pure.  1  think  the  realistic 
swer  is  that  there  are  going  to  be,  as  things  loosen 
up,  greater  and  greater  numbers  of  gay  organisations. 

The  real  problem  is  the  relntionship  between  the  three 
elements  in  the  gay  male  world  that  I  think  exist: 
those  people  who  are  in  the  movement,  those  people  who 
are  in  the  traditional  gay  world,  and  those  people, 
perhaps  in  the  majority,  who  are  in  neither.  And  for 
the  latter  people  it  may  well  be  that  going  to  a  gay 
bar  or  a  steambath  is  as  much  of  a  liberating  experi- 
ence as  one  can  reasonably  expect  them  to  undergo  in 
the  next  few  years.  I  think  that  those  of  us  who  have 
been  in  the  movement  for  some  time  tend  to  forget  just 
how  difficult  it  is  for  people  to  come  to  terms  with 
their  homosexuality,  he  move  in  a  rarified  atmosphere. 
This  is  certainly  true  of  me.   I  just  forget  all 
the  feelings  I  had  when  I  was,  say,  22  and  a  student 
and  trying  to  cope  with  the  fact  of  being  gay.  I'm  not 
sure  that  the  gay  liberation  movement  is  providing 
terribly  much  for  people  in  that  situation. 

Do  you  think  that   traditional  forme  of  proteet,    like 
demonstrations t    zaps,   and  eo  on  have  lost  their  effec- 
tiveness for  the  gay   liberation  movement? 
1  don't  think  demonstrations  and  zaps  and  protest  mar- 
ches and  the  rest  are  ever  terribly  effective  in  an 
instrumental  sense:  they  don't  bring  about  change  in 
an  institution.   But  they  do  raise  the  consciousness 
of  the  people  who  participate.  If,  for  example,  I  were 
to  have  a  gay  march  in  Toronto  and  a  thousand  gay  men 
and  women  who  had  never  marched  before  turned  out  and 
took  part,  then  I  would  regard  that  as  highly  success- 
ful. Even  if  in  fact  there  were  no  change  in  the  atti- 
tudes of  the  straight  community  or  the  Toronto  police 
or  the  Toronto  Star  or  whomever  the  protest  is  aimed  at. 


Hir5^ 


-  seems   there's  a  great  difference  between.   - 
relationships  and  the  totality  of  all  indi 
tionshtps,   so  the  fact   that  we  know  of  no   a  i 
where   there  has  been  genuine  equality  between  man  and 
women  may  prove  that  such  equality    ■'. 

I  think  the  social  conditions  for  equality  between  men 
and  women  and  between  heterosexuals  and  homosexuals 

are  interrelated  and  that  then  .rouldn't  Ik  .■  , i„, 

equality  between  men  and  women  until  women  had  the 
possibility  of  total  control  over  reproduction.  These 
conditions  didn't  exist  until  comparatively  recently. 
Once  women  have  that  control  and  people  realise  ih.i 
reproduction  by  everyone  is  unnecessary  and  even  unde- 
sirable, the  social  conditions  are  created  in  which 
one  can  envisage  a  genuine  equality  between  nun  ind 
women  and  a  genuine  acceptance  of  both  heton 
and  homosexual  relationships.  Because  I  believe  those 
social  conditions  are  only  now  coming  into  BXisti  tu 
I'm  not  very  surprised  at  there  being  no  evidence  For 
equality  in  the  p  is1  . 

What  is  your  opinion  of  the  affeminie 
I'm  not  sure  that  I  understand  it  completely,  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  effeminists  are  arguing  that  the 
Oppression  of  gay  men  is  firstly  a  result  of  thl 
ist  nature  of  society,  which  by  and  large  is  an  obser- 
vation I  agree  with.  Secondly,  because  of  this,  the 
role  of  gay  men  is  to  provide  support  for  the  women's 
movement,  which  I  very  strongly  disagree  with.  It's 
strange  to  argue  that  gay  men  should  not  organise  a- 
round  their  own  experience  of  oppression,  but  around 
women's  experience  of  oppression.  This  seems  to  me  im- 
possible; it  is  to  deny  the  very  real  problems  that 
gay  men  face  in  society.  On  the  other  hand,  I  think 
that  the  effeminists  are  perfectly  right  in  pointing 
out  that  much  about  the  gay  world,  including  some  as- 
pects of  the  so-called  liberation  or  movement  gay 
world,  is  sexist.  Making  a  rough  guess,  of  the  88  rea- 
sons which  Kenneth  Pitchford  gave  for  not  marching  on 
Christopher  Street,  probably  45  are  valid. 


Do  you   think  that  gay  Marxism  is  a  contradic-- 

terms? 

Not  at  all.  I  think  it  depends  on  how  you  define  Marx- 
ism. Marxism,  as  it  has  been  interpreted  by  people 
like  Marcuse,  probably  offers  a  greater  possibility  of 
understanding  broad  social  processes  than  any  other 
single  worldview.  I  don't  find  it  difficult  to  incor- 
porate in  that  worldview  a  gay  perspective.  I  don't 
think  it  negates  that  to  say  that  Marx  never  dealt 
with  homosexuality  or  that  Engels,  when  writing  about 
the  family,  didn't  deal  very  satisfactorily  with  homo- 
sexuality. If  Marxism  is  a  particular  way  of  viewing 
reality,  then  there  is  no  contradiction  in  being  a  gay 
Marxist.  But  there  is  a  danger  of  forgetting  that  peo- 
ple are  at  different  stages  of  development.  A  Marxist 
isn't  necessarily  ahead  of  someone  who  isn't  a  Marxist. 
continued  page   25 
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Protest  against  the  ««  in  Vl«tn»  added  an  element  of 
■aimer.  h"t  at  issue  ns  the  highly   touted  "economic 
■  trade"  which  had  transformed  Germany  from  a  war-shat- 
tered ruin  into  the  major  industrial  power  of  Euxope-- 
at  considerable  cost  to  the  social  fabric.   Workers 
prote^ed  the  glaring  disparities,  in  the  distribution 
of  wealth,  and  students  were  outraged  at  the  overcrowd- 
ed and  outdated  university  system.   Both  groups  took  to 
the  streets,  but  rarely  together.  The   students  vearned 
for  the  kind  of  solidarity  which  had  briefly  flickered   - 
in  France,  while  the  workers  were  repelled  by  the  high- 
rhetoric  and  anti-authoritarian  gesturing  of  the 
intellectuals.  The  failure  of  student-worker  solidar- 
ity ultimately  led  the  students  to  a  period  of  intense 
self-criticism  and  analysis.   In  the  upshot,  the  pro- 
grammes of  the  sixties — anarchism,  alternate  lifestyles, 
personal  liberation  via  drugs  or  Wilhclm  Reich— were 
discarded  as  misguided  half-measures,  and  an  intense 
study  of  Marxism  was  taken  up.  Thus  the  student  move- 
ment re-emerged  in  the  seventies  in  a  new  and  more  con- 
sistently radical  form,  just  when  the  American  New  Left 
and  radical  tendencies  elsewhere  ran  out  of  steam. 

It  will  come  as  no  surprise  to  observers  of  the 
North  American  gay  movement  that  the  first  German  "homo- 
sexual action"  groups  arose  at  universities;  there  are 
similarities  to  the  movement  in  America,  but  the  dif- 
i  renees  are  equally  pronounced.  Sociologists  make  a 
distinction  between  primary  and  secondary  mobilisation, 
and  homosexual  action  was  a  secondary  mobilisation  for 
many--|icrhaps  most--of  its  recruits.  Those  who  had 
marched  in  the  sixties  and  gone  through  the  period  of 
Marxist  re-orientation  brought  a  unique  perspective 
to  the  gay  movement,  while  others  who  had  missed  or 
avoided  the  student  movement,  for  whom  homosexual  action 
was  the  primary  mobilisation,  turned  out  as  young  homo- 
philes.   And  unlike  the  American  gay  movement,  which  was 
inspired  by  women's  liberation  and  the  struggle  of  na- 
tional minorities,  the  model  for  German  gays  was  the 
socialist  movement  of  students  and  workers.  Crucially, 
the  millions  of  women  and  foreign  nationals  in  the  Ger- 
man labour  force  were  united  on  the  issue  of  class  op- 
pression and  escaped  the  separatism  which  vitiated  the 
American  left.  One  of  the  most  striking  features  of 
the  gay  movement — and  socialist  women's  raovement--in 
i.onnany  is  the  total  absence  of  the  word  "sexism"  in 
its  analysis  of  oppression 

The  group  which  quickly  took  the  lead  among  gay 
socialists  is  Homosexual  Action  West  Berlin  [HAN).  The 
first  meeting  of  the  HAW  was  in  August  of  1971,  and  it 
took  three  months  to  hammer  out  a  first  statement  of 


..Germany 


principles.  A  brief  excerpt  gives  some  idea  of  their 
analysis:  "The  satisfaction  of  sexual  needs  takes  plac 
within  the  framework  of  economic  and  political  power 
Structures  which  are  supported  by  the  ruling  morality. 
Within  our  society,  anti-homosexual  pn 
tricably  bound  up  with  the  factors  surrounding  the  on 
gin   and  development    of  capitalism;    these    led   to   the    fo 
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mation  of  moral  regulations  and  and  a  consciousness  of 
normality  and  abnormality.  We  see  in  homophobia  only 
one  specific  form  of  the  general  oppression  of  sexual it) 
which  serves  to  stabilize  political  and  economic  power. 
Discrimination  against  homosexuality  also  provides  an 
outlet  for  the  pent-up  hostility  of  the  oppressed  and  i  ! 

therefore  promoted  by  the  ruling  class Homosexual 

oppression  is  thus  rooted  in  the  structure  and  function 
of  bourgeois  society,  and  this  points  the  direction 
which  the  struggle  for  liberation  must  take.  The  mono- 
polies and  their  state  have  demonstrated  their  readiness 
to  eliminate  democratic  rights  in  the  interest  of  maxi- 
mizing profit,  and  a  basic  democratisation  of  our  socie- 
ty can  be  achieved  only  at  the  side  of  the  working 
class." 

West  German  liberals  assert  that  the  situation  of 
homosexuals  in  socialist  countries  scarcely  justifies 
optimism  about  the  outcome  of  a  proletarian  revolution. 
While  no  gay  Marxists  have  risen 


Group    Directory 

The  groups  listed  immediately  below  are  affiliates 
of  German  Homosexual  Action  {Deutsche  Aktion,        .     ■- 
echaft  HomoeexualitSt,   or  DAH);    those  in  the  right- 
hand  column  are  non-affiliates. 
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to  defend  the  sexual  politics  of  current  socialist  re- 
gimes, they  demand  that  Moralistic  condemn ..- 
to  thorough  historical  analysis  of  homophobia  in 
and  post-revolutionary  settings.   They  contend  that  it 
is  .in  error  to  lump  all  Socialist  countries  together 
and  view  each  country  in  terns  of  its  own  unique  devel- 
opnent.  The  Cuba  debate  has  been  rehearsed  in  German 

BS,  hut  it  is  understandable  that  gay  Marxists  have 
focused  much  Bore  attention  on  the  developments  in  tast 
Germany. 

It  is  worth  noting  that  the  Fast  Gorman  regime  repeal- 
ed the  specifically  fascist  laws  against  homosexual 
acts  BS  soon  as  it  came  to  power--at  a  time  when  they 
being  upheld  by  the  West  German  supreme  com C, 
following  the  model  of  Poland  and  Czechoslovakia,  homo- 
sexual acts  {and  abortion)  were  completely  legalized  in 

i rassed  into  following  suit  a 
year  later  (and  abortion  is  still  illegal).  With  a  pop- 
ulation of  only  seventeen  million.  Fast  Germany  has  ad- 
vanced to  the  leading  industrial  power  of  the  Soviet 
bloc;  it  is  also  unique  in  having  gay  bars  in  its  two 
largest  cities,  Berlin  and  Leipzig,  as  well  as  a  nudist 
gay  beach  on  the  Baltic  coast  near  Rostock.   Gruising 
goes  on  unhindered  in  parks  and  tearooms  throughout  the 
country;  still,  most  East  German  faggots  prefer  to  vaca- 
tion in  Budapest — the  Amsterdam  of  the  East.  The  courts 
have  regularly  restored  jobs  to  gays  fired  because  of 
their  sexual  orientation,  and  newspaper  advice  columns 
have  now  begun  to  counsel  confused  young  people  to  con- 
sider the  possibility  that  they  are  gay--and  to  come  to 
terms  with  it.  Cast  German  homosexuals  seem  to  seel  out 
and  find  long-term  relationships  more  frequently  than  do 
theiT  Western  counterparts,  and  they  feel  perhaps  most 
oppressed  by  the  conditions  of  state-controlled  housing: 
the  large  apartments  available  to  married  couples  are 
closed  to  them.   Most  are  fully  aware  of  the  gay  libera- 
tion movement  thanks  to  West  German  TV,  and  Westerners 
have  smuggled  B  good  deal  of  movement  literature  over  to 

readers.   Hut  like  East  German  trans',  esti  tes ,  who 
shun  the  streets  and  gather  at  home,  aspiring  gay  liber- 
ttlonists  know  that  they  cannot  yet  cone  out.   \  l  ontlon 
GLF  member  was  halted  when  he  attempted  to  distribute 
leaflets  at  last  year's  International  You  til  Fcstil  ll, 

and  onli  a  ( " E  Few  have  provocatively  walked  arm- 

iii- arm  or  kissed  in  pub!  ic .   Bast  Gi  i  1  be 

the  most  advanced  country  of  the  Soviet  blue  Ln  d     I 
to  sexual  politics,  but  the  homosexual  is  still  in  a 
perverse  situation  which  is  changing  only  slowly. 

One  feature  of  the  West  German  gay  scene  which  dis- 
tinguishes it  both  from  East  Germany  and  North  America 
is  the  general  availability  of  gay  magazines --they  are 
sold  on  public  newsstands  everywhere.  The  four  maga- 
zines now  being  published,  all  monthlies,  date  back  to 


..Germany 


1969;    the)    have  a  soft  porn/sertous  prose  rai 
about   one   to  two.     The  emphasis   in  00* 
porn,    and  S^   {published   until    last 
("jack  of  spades"])    is  aimed  at  pedoph 
ship  of  du  i  ich  ("you  G    i"l   recent Ij     h 
and  there    is   reason  to  hope  that    Ll    .. .  I 


a 


.    -dited  in  Hamburg   by  Di 

l    of  tht    lot. 
reasingly  political    si  int    ind  wc  i ■ 
comes  contributions    from    ,;.u    liberation   groups;    thi 
magazine  is  also  unique  in  carrying    lesbian  man  ri  il. 
Ail  of  the  magazines  have   little  advertising   support  and 
are  correspondingly  high-priced— over  pes     Issue— but 

they   sell  extremely  well.      There    is   one   clear  drawback; 
the  existence  of  these  glossy  monthlies   has    Inhibited 
the  growth  of  an  underground   gaj    press    Like   ours, 

the    rcris-  organisations  which  now  exist    in  ■■■■    i 
nj    are   linked  b)    an   informal  i I,. .    which  pro- 
vides each  group  with   the   occasional   publications  and 
internal   documents  oi      ll   other  groups .      \  national 
alliance  called  German  Homosexual    tetzon  was  established 

in  December  of   1972   at   the    initiative  of  thf    h iphili 

groups;    predictably,    the   Leftist  organisations   have    it- 
tended  alliance  conferences  but  have    refused    to  affili 

ally,      lor  their  parr,    the    leftists   have    taken 

the    lead    in   sponsoring    annual    national    COlifert ■    I"  Id 

each  June   in  Berlin,   and  these  meetings    havi    di  iwi 

'"■■■   "  i  ■         d(  i>  gati  s    From  I  i  ench,    i  ng]  Lsh,    i  to]  Lnn, 

''■■'■■    ,    Danish,    and  Swedish  organ isai  Ions       rh(    firsi    gai 
demonstration    in  Berlin,   with  about   600  participants, 

!"  Ld  mo    n,    19    i,   and  thi    hosl  ■  wi  re  upsi  l    '>■ 

■  ■  ■  it  i    e"  beh   i  Lour  of  some  pari  lx  ipan 
'      th<     lasi    !■  I)    demo    in    Berlin.      The    imv   Marxists 
prefer  to  fall   in  line  at  May  Day  marches  and  other 
socialist    demonstra! ions    to   demonstrate   working-class 
solidarity.       The    struggle    for   civil    rights    is    carried 
on   primarily   through   agitation   within   unions   and    in- 
creasing work  with  the  media.      The  German  movement    is 
still  gathering  momentum  while  other  national  movements 
have  peaked  and   fallen   into  disarray  ■ 
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In  your  book  you  seen  to  be  saying:   "Ue're  all   he>xzn 
eeruals,   and  the  hetero—  and  homosexual  component  of 
us  is  really  Just  social  definition  which  ve  oa>. 
ly  move  beyond.    There's  nothing  inherent  in  teams, 
either  interests  or  behaviour  that  would  necessitate 
poUtris.i  | 

res,    I    would   certainly   say   there    is  nothing    inherent 
in  being  heterosexual   or  homosexual.  My  experience 
irfth    individuals    is    that    these  distinctions   are  pretty 
meaningless.    I  have  very  close  heterosexual  tn.il.? 
friends   with  whom   I   have  discussed  the  sexual   nature 
of  our  relationship.    It  could  never  be  translated  into 
genital   sex,   but  on  both  sides  it's  quite  clearly  re- 
ts  a  sexual   component  and  that   in 
Fferent   Situation  and  a  different    society    it   would 
ieen  expressed,   h'e  do  not   know  of  any  society   in 
which  there  has  been  genuine  equality  between  males  and 
females   and  general   acceptance  of  both  heterosexuals 
and  homosexuals.   So  there's    in  clement  of  wishful 
thinking    in  what    I'm  saying.      The  only  evidence    I    have 
is  on  the  micro-level,   dealing  with   individuals,   and  on 
Chat    level    1   detect   no   inherent  differences  hetween  me 
jhJ    people   who   .ire   predominantly   or  exclusively  hete- 


'-■■■       ■■  ■  ■     .-    . 

that? 

It's  partly  facetious,  but  it's  partly  that  over  the 
last  year  or  so  I've  become  aware  of  the  destructive 
nature  of  attempting  social  change.  Conservatives 
since  Burke  have  always  maintained  that  if  you  try  to 
change  things,  you  are  likely  to  lead  to  a  very  large- 
scale  disruption  going  far  beyond  your  original  inten- 
tions. I  don't  think  one  necessarily  has  to  draw  from 
that  the  conservative  implication  that  one  should  ac- 
cept the  status-quo.  A  radical  has  to  face  the  fact 
that  change  is  painful,  that  change  brings  with  it  ca- 
sualties, and  that  it  is  not  very  pleasant  to  be  a  ca- 
sualty of  social  change.  Liberation  movements  have  not 
always  meant  happier  lives  for  people.  Very  often  they 
have  created  enormous  tensions  for  people  who've  had 
to  struggle  with  the  fact  that  all  the  old  certainties 
no  longer  work.   I  think  this  is  truer  for  women  than 
for  gays  because  the  women's  movement  demands  a  great- 
er reassessment  of  one's  position.  This  might  also  be 
true  for  gay  men  who  have  reached  a  point  where  they 
no  longer  feel  comfortable  in  the  gay  world  they  used 
to  participate  in  and  haven't  yet  found  some  alterna- 


Could  you  be  more  specific? 

There  are  people  who  have  lost  their  jobs  because  they 
have  come  out.  It  may  well  be  that  they  feel  much  bet- 
ter for  coming  out,  but  in  some  cases  losing  your  job 
is  a  real  problem  and  it's  the  sort  of  problem  one 
can't  dismiss. 

Many  people  who  have  internalised  the  idea  of  meeting 
the  perfect  partner  and  living  happily  ever  after  are 
now  told  by  liberation  movements  that  that  is  a  terri- 


ALTMAN 

bte    thing    to  belie. 

should  never  expect  su,'.  ;  „  Coac 

true.   While    there   is   some   truth    in   thls--l0V< 

picted  on  television   is  a  myth— the!  ucn 

to  replace  it.  People  are   left   flour 

tain  of  what    goals    th 

fulfilment      I   fcnm    poop 

ships   for  ideo]  ,. 

was    something  wrong    in   the     n  the]    I 

happier  together  than    ifter  breaking   up.    [hi  )     ■  ■■ 

casualties   of     ..      :  the  n.    [hat    Isn't    I   ■ 

repudiatewh.it    th*    movements   .ire   trying   to  do, 

volution   is   not.    as    Terry    Rubin   m  had  US  h 

lieve.   a  fun  th 

There  are  nun'  in  which    i    thin)     t'w     '■■ 

a   reactionary.    I'm   increasingly  put   off  hv   ill. 
nature  of  the  commercial   gay  world.  Mon    and 
find  that   the  critique  made  by  our  enemies,    $u<  h    is 
straight  psychiatrists,  has   in  fact  .1  strong  kerne]   of 
truth   in   it     Now   tins    is   s   very  unpopular  thing   to 
sa)    because  male  homosexuals  have    >o  often  been  at- 
tacked for  beint;  promiscuous,    for  compulsively    Look  in 
for  sex.    for  being  unable   to   form   Listing  relation- 
ships    People   like  mc   tended  to  be   forced    into   0   posi 
tion  of  saying:    "No,    that's  noi    true".  Well,    I'vi    i- 
come  reactionarj    to  th*    extent    that    1    say:    "Yes,    Ll    Ls 
true,     ind   1   don't   particularly    like    it",    rhori    are 
lots  of  features    ibout   ga)    Lifi    that   extend    into  th< 
movement    that    I    do   n>>t     find    particularly    attractlvi  .     1 
tUSpect     thai     I've    always    been   inure    re.it  t  ltni.ti  >     Him 
I  've    Bppi  B  ■ 

.    1  noa  .  ■,'■■,■ 

1   am  not   upset   by  it.  The     irony    Ls   that    the   sexual 
mores   of  the   gay    world   arc  becoming    the    seXUttl    mores 
of  the  straight   world.  Getting  off  with  someone  and 
noi    knowing   their  name  until   afterwords    in   increasing- 
ly us   tnu    of  iii-    straight   world  as  of  the  gay  world 

I  can't    chink  of  promiscuity  as  .1   g l  di    bad  th 

itself.    If    l    were    forced   into  making  a  valui 

1    WOUld    5  r-     thai      bod]     who    is   unable   to   relate    to 

:    chine,  I'ut    .1   genital    level    is  unlikelj    Co 
he  a   very   happy   person.   But   it  goes  beyond  that    to 

questions  of  the   sort   of   life  that  people 1    jusi 

homosexuals,    live    in   a    contemporary   capitalist    soci- 
ety. 

■..:■.■■■.-.  ■.■■.. 

-.-■■      ■  .  .■■.   ■ 

First,  I  have  a  career  that  I  find  satisfying.  1 
choose  freely  to  spend  time  on  my  career,  which  is 

teaching  at  a  university.  Second,  I  spend  more  f 

\«ith  straight  people  than  with  gays,  again  by  choice, 
I  find  I  have  more  in  common  with  them.  Third,  I'm 
fairly  heavily  committed  to  one  other  person.  It  mipht 
well  be  that  I'm  interested  in  these  thinrs  because  of 
the  way  I  was  conditioned.  I  recognise  this,  hut  my 
recognition  does  not  mean  I  should  then  decry  what  I 
have  become.  I've  come  to  understand  myself  hettc-r.  ■ 


A  revolution  when  men  hold  nen! 

Stones  sing 

The  grace  of  joy  bright  flesh 

That  smoothes  to  pockets  and  comfort. 

This  family  cabled  with  spring  steel 

Dissolves  classic  walls  of  a  false  house. 

Urawn  seed 

lirace  the  men 

On  cheek, 

In  them, 

See  among  many  many  men 

Seed  purely  called. 

Bless  the  hand. 

Bless  the  touch. 

Blessed  our  bed. 

Peter  Pehrson 


classified  ads 


tie  Wmk»«  your  ads.  Please  include  payment  (St  per 
uord)  vith  your  ad.  We  reserve  the  right  to  edit  or 
refuse  any  ad.  You  may  have  repliee  sent  to  the  Body 
Politic  office  (139  Seaton  St,  Toronto,  Ontario  MSA 
rvj  they  tHtl  be  held  for  pick-up  (r&  charge} 
or  foroarded  to  another  addreea  ($1.00  charge  per  ad 
Issue) . 


women 

Sensitive,  affeetii 


tc,    fun   loving 
i  saw  for 


mt   to  set  up  3  woncn's  group 
rested  in   learning  to  relate 
openly   and  honestly.   He   and   three 


lived  ,.,  .. 

and  have  worked  2    1/2  years 


-in  be  oi 
We    feel    i 


experience   has 


art  of  a  woacn's  awareness  group, 
ontoet   Louise  or  Nancy  364.7517, 

111.  GIRL'S  GU1DL-137J 

'   listings   tn  more  than  20 

''"    —the   international  bar 

juidc/di rectory   for  fay  women.    Send 

JS.OO  only  re:  The  Girl1 

New  Montgomery  Street,    San   Francisco, 
California,   04105.  No  callers,   pi  com 


personal 


Harried   guy,    40,    S'10",    ISO,    short 
beard .    not   bad    laol  ini;,    Swa.ro,    ncii- 

m,  din  -•■■■,   I  mi    End,  wi  1I11      to 

■icci  sane  for  sincere  friendship. 
Reply  in  full  confidence  with         :  :.  I 
of  contact.   Chuck,  Drawer  28,  US 

Seat  on  street,  Toronto,  Oni  IIS 

Cay  attic    26    ,  .  .    ■..,.  i 

pen    in 

14-27,   Cosi  ....  ■■.,'. 

Al.,|.|,.      !■:  ,       I    ..       I    ...  lLllll     Jt< 

P ■  .  Dntsrla,  USA  ztz. 

flocl  of  long-haired,  handsome, 
plej  fu]  anil  i  reitj  ve  ;.  ■■■■>  .  iuai  boys 
u   ill.    to  receive  words    md  pho- 
10!  !■  ii.mdr.one 

uid  ben rd less  boys.  Send  to-   i.o., 

IS2   Kiel.,  lieu  Sud,  Saint-ISi  laire, 
Que..  J3I!  3G6. 


STUCK  IK  MI  SS I SSAIKA ! 
Fascinated  by  art  and  intellectual 
tripping,  jl  years.,  slia,  eood- 
looling,  and  in  desperate  need  of 
friends  and  lovers  In  suburban 
wasteland.  Prefer  o.isculine,  well- 
built,  together  miles.  1 ■»  not  a 
fe»(?),  no  such  thine  exists.  Prefer 
■y  age  group,  some  head  space.  Die 

icnf  hair.  Call   :7n-7247  after  8  pa. 

Or  write  John,    Drawer   38,    IJ9  Sc.i- 
ton  St,   Toronto,    Ontario  MSA  2T2 

Young  good- looting  guy,    18,    S'K", 
1*0   lbs  wishes  to  ceet  sensitive   I 

Intel  II gent  guy  who  ■  i. ii  j  es  , 

travelling  and  just  drinking  5  nip- 
ping. Write   to  I'.C.   c/o  Bo>    <:,   sta- 
tion 2,  Toronto,  Ont.   MS*   2Z2 
DIG  HORNY  IIUNKY  YOUNG  JOCK 
Lilt-    larg(    uncut   end,    Nor, 
Past   prison  or  Psycho,    rap  velcooed. 
Willing,    eager,    devoted   Fr, 
love  intensely.   Kissing  eoo  Itl 

Ras.   W/M  Bed,    end.    Uncut. 
hot    F.V.   wto.    21    up.   No   tcl.    nos. 
Ansd.    Letter  und   snap  to   -    I.W.S., 
Drawer   25,    133  Seaton  St,   Toronto, 
Ontario  USA   2T2. 

Visiting   For   Hon  Que  City   >n   -.um, 
Guy    23  5--;"    ICO    lb-,    roi  Satlll     I    gd 

Ikg  seeks     il  lig     ,,    .  i..  ,  ■   :'.,r 

fun  fricndi  lii  ■     frigs  him  a  no  fats 
fcos.  All  1. 1.   ias   ii  mred, 

John    i... .   i..  ii  ■  ■    .■■'.    i  ,,  ,,„„  ;.t> 

Toronto,   On!     IS" 

mo  mn 

31/6'2'VJ.Vb'l",    Straight    looking, 

enjoy  eusli  ,  , r-l.*  . 

reading,  em 

weekend  ii  .-■  i  I. ,,,-.. 

trusty.      If  you   like   this,    please 

write   to;    FRIENDS,    Noi    lor   f«X, 

Drawer:  t,   139  Seeton  St.   Toronto  MSA 
2T2. 

[HPOS  ■ '   DREAM 

H    friends   s.iy   I'd   looking   for  the 
iapo:    ibli    dream— a   Lovi  r  young  look- 
lug  yet  ood- looking 

but  also  a  .thinker  who  enjo) 


1 1  ei 


p   j nd  good 
■'■■■     '  .  ■  '.    ISO  lbs,  good-looking, 

and   letter  describing  yourself  to 
Robert   I..,   Drawer   27,    139   Seaton   St., 
Toronto,  Ontario  USA   JT2. 

kant  to  see  tokonto 

1   would   like   to  visit   scaieone  in  To- 
ronto  that    is   very   sincere   pcr.-.-i   g 
sec  tha   town,   as   I   Jo  not   know   anyoni 
then.    I 'n  white,    il,    S'll",    165    lbs., 
good-lool.ing.   Looting   for  male   undi  r 
30    (no   fat    ones   please).   Contact 

re,    10640  (.ratiot,   Oetroit 
ftlcll.  ,     IS213  USA. 

Young  n.in,  23  [6'3M,  175  lbs),  good 
looking,  wishes  to  give  oral  exper- 
iences to  In. i.,  . ,  gays,  Ifrllt  ['.  I  .  , 
Drawer  14,  139  Seaton  St.,  Toronto, 
Ontario  !ISA  2T2. 

H/fl   21    r  '    i5s  seeks  other  skinny  or 
llghtvcichl     igresslvc   foung   guys  who 

■     |ust 
body  contact.  Photo  appreciated,  re- 
tun,.  .:  kii        loi      Pica  c  wri  te  Bob, 
Drai  ■  :    11,    139  Seaton  Si .    mronto 


Business  »*ii  irrtmj)   tolerant   seels 
gay  boy  to  22  new  car  apart 
drugs  alkies  rewwa  Orleni 

Indians   welcOBC   ilm  clem    ' 
boys  assured  sho*»   theati. 
ant    eipensci   photo  phone  no  \o 
Drawer  2t>.    liu  Seaton  St..    luronto 
MSA  2T2. 

Quiet  serious  oinded  gay  sale    3B  S'J' 
145    lbs  would   to  wcet   same   to  share 
Interests   and  quiet    life.    If   inter- 
ested please  call   9f.l-S730  evr-s 
week-ends. 

accommodation 

ROOWUTE  WANTED 

Seeling  educated  aule,   fro*  age  2* 
to  36,    to  share    1  bedrooa  apt    (Dun- 
das   t,  Slier  bourne  I .   i  i.   ,   , 
call   Cumivan,    Drj»cr    It,    [39 
St.   Toronto,   Ontario  USA   2T2  or 
363-087S   fro*  8-2. 
GAY  M 


-0UT1C 


FHE 

Sow  jrou  can  get   up 

Ing   free. 
For  inforbtion,    send  a   >t-wPcJ, 
self-iddroed  envelope   10 
Boa   JSS,    Points  Claire,  0"    . 
■■      .  .... 

Ann  Arbor,  Michigan1 g   Only  gay  aa»- 
<eurs  v  ini    ■ 

own  spi-.-i  ill]    prepared     1 1  .  and  lo- 
tions I  Residence  or  hotel,    rrave] 
arrangewents  can  be  nade 

polntan-nt    only [.Us)    Tfc..i.oj8Q  or 

(J1J)   934-0236. 

ICA1    SE1    lYiV  (-AT,\L0C! 
Sex  toys   and  j    [;.,    .    .,,  ■    .;„.    ln    , 
[fentostic   II lustrai 
duels  of  great   ini  ■ 

Sen. I  il  ,00  -ltd  »j  ■  | 
GOLIATH,  Boi  3003,  .,  i 
Dcpt.    HI'. 


■'  ■      '     ....I  .  ii  Fth 


5  responsible  gays  seek  house,  cen- 
tral, spacious,  with  J-4  large  bed- 
rooms, oaiiBuc  J400.  Good  references 
available.  Call  S36-7726. 
Responsible  person  sought  to  sublet 
one-beJrooo  aparlocnt  either  June  1 
to  August  30  or  June  1  to  neat  Feb- 
ruary. Furnished  or  unfurnished. 
1150/Bonth.    Call    L.S3-J9S3   9-11   pn. 


publications 


tin-! 


1  guy 


i  enjoys  a  career  in  a  prof< 

or  creative   job.    Sensuous,    enjoys 

touching,    i llu,   snooth -skinned  and 
cleanshaven.  So  far,  all   tlii      Ii  ;■- 

tribes   oc    too.    We   should  be    compat- 
ible  in  bed;    I'ta  versatile  l>ut  oost- 
ly   butch.    To   top    it   all,    I    don't 
like    jealousy    -   vant    n    scriuiis    but 
honest,   open  relationship.    I'i  Lco- 
Virgo  cusp,   pro-gay   lib,   pro-NDP, 
Like   to  aecl!   Box  OJS.    Station   K, 

Toronto. 

LONT-LY  BUCK  CUT 

Masculine  24  yrs  S'6"   12S  lbs  wants 

to  correspond  with  saae  for  friend- 


sible  I 

i  for 


B  e^y.  37,   I 


i    2T2. 


il     [fine    art-paintL-r)    23   S' 

•>■•  140  lbs  looking  For  frii  i 

. 
ncere  lypes  need  only  reply.    Dnr- 
1,    Urawer    IS,    139  Seaton  St.   To- 
DU,    Ontarlu,   MSA   2T2. 

RASP  Professional,  aalc  38  sliu, 

s»w>oth,  athletic  phyaique,  s'li". 

Kasculinv.  Health,  outdoors,  cultur- 

Seeks 

ease  J6-40.  Discreet,  sincere  friend- 
hip.  »rite  Peter  II.,  Drawer  30.  139 
Seaton  St,  Toronto,  Ont  NSA 


would  like  to  hear  from  gay  Afro 
prisoners   in  USA   13-25  with  parole 
soon   due.   No  fees,    fats   or  drugs. 
Please  write  Kevin,   Drawer  37,   159 
Seaton  St,   Toronto,   Ontario,   Canada 
MSA  2T2. 

MONTREAL 

M,H«c   good    looking 
lbs,   S'll"  seeks   i 
-24. Private  flat   offers  discretion. 
An    intelligent    interesting   person   is 
likely    to  enjoy   an  all-round  good   re- 
lationship,  fun,   friendship  -md  af- 
fection. No  fats,   drugs  or  beards. 
Write  Tony,    Drawer    la,    13<i 
St.   Toronto,   Ontario  USA  272. 
TIAEO  OF  THE   LONE   LIFE? 
Tall  masculine  quiet  gay  oalc   late 
30,  urgently  requires  dependable  un- 
affected  white   gay   chap  IS-40  who 
wants  to  settle  down  (,  build  a  fu- 
ture with  one  person  based   on  rutual 
trust,    respect,    give   I.    take,    et*. 
Anyone   sincerely   interested   please 
write  with  pic.    Box  6694,   Station  A 
Toronto. 


bars,    baths,    hotels   anil    ell 

ing  to  Cays   in  two  pocket   sired   cd 
itlon   .   Barflj   '  i  I   -  S3.    [Includi 

29  easternmost    stales    in   U.S.    !, 
1"    I  10   HicOj.    Barfly   Kcst    -    S3.    (In- 
cludes   2-   hi  ■  ■        in   ii.  .. 

plus    all    ■■:       .....  ■■..,.     ..  .,!. 

books  -  (S, 

■ ; i ,  Box 

74695,    Los   Angeles.    Cft  90004. 

■  ON    DtSI  (UALITY 

ind  phot i     ,   not  ■■    i i„.,,j  |,.r,- 

if  published.   Send  to  Bi-Lili,    J4S  M, 
BS  St.    (Sun,    ini.    ':.i,,   :,■,,.,    10024, 
ENCJIBNTALln   dolcrlbi    M, 
enema  publication,    S   only   one,    clas- 
sified ads,   products,    stiaoilal    ng 
tides.   Send   SI  .Oil   for    info 
form.    PSR   lint,,    rt)B   32,    Dopt    I  BP, 
Mad.   Sq.   St.,   NYC   10010. 
GA1  'ii  N  D      adveri  Lso   in  our 

publication,   i  ret    adveri  Isem  nt   C 
sample   ISsui  ■  Stnti  i(;n,      i  nd 

SI. 00  for  hand  lino   to   I'.k  I  nt.,   I'OO 
52,   DEPT-I  i.l.i-,   ':  id.    Sq.   Si  i       \VC 
10010. 


services 

DaUII  JIAilii   is  lantric  voga   for  the 
male  heeosL-xual,   developing,   utilis- 
ing,  and  transforming  sciual   energy. 
It    is   now  being    taught    by    a    56-year- 
old  Taoist   tonl   to   those  ktio  will 
first   write   a  detailed   letter  of  ap- 

a  celibate,  monastic   life  with  an 
experienced   teacher  arc  especially 
welcoac.  There  is  no  charge   for  this 
teaching.   Urate  llershahng,   c/o  J.Y. 
Shaw,   200  Beverley  St.,   Toronto, 

SANDCASTLE 

Forraed  by  gays,  for  gays  (male  and 
fcoalc)  as  an  organisation  to  bring 
us  together,  Sandcastlc  is  an  alter- 
native mcans'of  ueeting  new  and  in- 
teresting people.  Free  colour  bro- 
chure froa  Boa.  1704,  Place  d'Arnes, 
Montreal. 

IJ01N  GAY  PENPAL  CLUB! 
Over  300  descriptive   Hstii 
etc   lept   confidential).   Send  your   10 
word  ad  and  J4.00   for  placement    in 
three    cnnsccutivc   issues,    which  you 
receive   FREE!    Saatplc   copy   SJZ.I 
elude  age  and  signature.    G0I     ' 
CA2ET1E,    Box   3003,   NYC    10001,   USA 

Dec-t.  BP. 


log, 


miscellaneous 

BISEXUAL   !  IUI  :■■  i  | .  ■■: 


1   jo, 


TUl-I.  (,   PARI    irn    MODELING 
Horld-renouni  A  studl n..-, 

positions    nvni  I..1.K    in    Itr-    !■!,.. 
cincmatoci  l|  II)     mil    pl 

Ages  18-30  .  ill) .   rep  rati     !■•!. 
tr.i  tnlng  provided  I  prol  Li     Im 

program.     i„x.  r views  ai  i  nqie  i  ■ 

receipt   of  photo  I  t)    snd   ■■   luae. 

Suite  201,  Hamilton,  ' I    P 


ng 


rith   I 


t  Uritii 


coepany  seel:.   Interest  Inj  posl  I  loi 

re lin    'telev]  in  «  mad  i. 

Please  can  anyone  genu  I    ■    hi 

get    into  the   industry  over  there? 

Laurie,  23  Sandowii  i  lo  a,  i  rnnfi  rd 
Middlesex,   England, 


CANADIAN 
fiAY   LIIJRRATI0N  ARCHIVES 

invites   contributions  of 
funds  and  resoun  ■ 
ials,    especially  Canad- 
ian.  Copies   of  early 
maj;.i-ines    1  wo  and  Gay 
sought    in   p.irt  i  luIjt, 

203   Boulton   Avenue 
Toronto,    Ont   M4M    2J8 


GAY 

TRAVEL  GUIDE 

■ISJI- 

EUROPE 

MOROCCO 

MEXICO 
CARIBBEAN 
THE  ORIENT 


1r¥ 


SWINGERS  OVERSEAS 


d  Go  SOS  "74! 

SOS  "74 

PO   bo.  J7781  E 

Lot  Arwjtln 


L 


THE   BODY   POLITIC 


British  Columbia 

Vancouver 

Cay  Alliance   Toward  Equality 
i  .    Pender  St. 
Vancouver  6 
1-9616,1 

r,ay  People  of  i ..,■ 

I udent   Union  Uui Iding 
University  of  British  ' 

Gay  People  Together 
a  social  drop-in 
Box  3986,   Vancouver  V6B  3Z4 
phone:   681-8413 

rop-j n 
Lchiird 

6 

[Iranian    Image 
[Gaj   Media  (  ol lective) 
752  i  -    17th  live. 
Vancouver  VSV   1B9 
phone:    (604J      J9    197 

!..!■.    i  Ida   (gay  publication] 
111  -    in  10  Nicola  Si . 
Vancouver  5 

i)    Stay 
\  transient   referral  and  information 

LCO.    Phone:    681-8413 
33-1148  ThurlOM  St .   i  in 

Victoria 

■    '        mi  

J38  Da  lias  fid. 
Ifici 


Alberta 

Edmonton 

Gay   Uliance    toward  Equality 
Box   18S2 

Rdmonton  T5J    2P ! 
phono:   433-8160  Sun-Fri.   7-10  pm 

Saskatchewan 

Regina 

Uni\ orsity  Df  Saskatchewan 
Homo;  hili     issoc Lat Lor 

■  ident's  Union  ilui 
i).   of  SnsJtatciiiiwan-Kejjiiui  i  anipus 

Satkatoon 

Saskatoon  Gay  Action 
P.O.    Box   1662.   Saskatoon 
Phone:   652-0972 

ists 
24  4  -  0 

Manitoba 

Winnipeg 

or  Equality 

Box  27  U. 

■ 
474-8216 


community  page 


Ontario 


Gay  Liberation  Movement 
P.O.    Box  44  Station  B 
Hamilton  L8L  7TS 
Phone:    S29-6738  or  544-0635t 

Kingston 

Queens   University  lloao 
c/o  Terri    ;.atson, Victor 
■   il 

■ 


Ray  All.'. 
8   3oswell    \ve 
Toronto  [| 
961-6496 

Community  llomophile   Association  of 
Toronto:    223  Church   St.    [3rd    floor) 
gency  service) 
Centre: 201  Church  St.    B62-1169 

.  men's   Place 
31    ilupont   5t. 
929-3185 
Lesbian  Drop- in   In    8PM 

Unitarian-Unl versa list  Gay  i is 

c/o  Elgin  Hair,   P.O.    Box  6248 

■  ..    iPfi 

Metropolitan  Comnunlty  Church 
Trinity    Squni t 
Ser\  [COS    ,.iiri    :■.!"' 

Holy  Trini  t]    i  hun  h 

.,     |      P       l-i 

Canadian  C   ■    Li herat ion  Movement 

■  n  ii   ■■  s  ■ 

■  niton   \venue 
Toronto  M 


Ottawa 

Gays  of/d'Ottatn 
P.O.  Box  291 

KIP   5N9 
Phone:    238-1717/ 

Ottawa  Women's   Centre 
136  Lewis    St.  (rea-1 
233-2560 

"•"bunder  Bay 

c/o  Lakehe 

Students 

Lakeheatl 

Thunder    Bay  lint  . 


University   of  Guelpll   iiomophile 

\ssoi  i. it  ion 

Drew  Hall,   U.    of  Ruelph 

Goelpli  NIG  7A\ 

Meetings:  if  ed      SPtl 

9th  floor   l"i. 

\its  Building 

Kitchener -Water  too 

Waterloo  Universities  Gay  Liberation 
Movement 

c/o  Federation  of  Students 

University  of  Waterloo 

Centre:  885-1211  ext.  2372 


University  of  Western  Ontario 
Homophile  Association 
.  »203C 

li.  of  Western  Ontario 

London  ' | 

67r>-6441 

Windsor 

Gay  Unity-li'indsor 
P.O.  Boj 

Meetings:  University  Centre 
Rooms  J 


Quebec 

Quebec 

Centre  Hunan i t;n  n      :'  . 
et  de  libSrat  LonCCIIAL) 

CP  596,   Haute-tille 

Quebec  OIL   4RS 

52S-4997 


\SSOLJ     It    I.' 1ll[llll    I,        ,1,        '1,.||,    ,,    .,    J 

Cay   Montreal   Association 
3439    rue   Si .    Denis 
288-1101 

l-"ront  Itomi 
Liberation 

.  i 
2126  ni 

Horn '  ''■'] 

Oglise  Comronnaut  lire  de  Montreal 
r         i.   Baptist i 
CP  610    >u<  ■  in  sale  I  ". 
Montreal   II4A  3R1 


Montreal   < 
35«5  St.  Urbain 
P.O.   Box   1 1. 1    ;tai  l< 

Thursday   8P*! 

'.'■ill 
3460   rue   Mi  lavi  ill 
Montreal   H3A   K9 


Gay  Line 
843-8840 


i-Sun  Sl'.'l-midnight 


Nova  Scotia 


Gay   Uliancc    for  i  quality^ 
suite  217,    1585  Barrington  St. 
423-7657(7-]  lp« 


■     ■  '  ■ 

.■• .       ■  ."  ■. 


£*&• 


'Z 


